May 21, 1957 


> \ Trinity Church. Zanesville, Ohio, Birthplace of the “Luthers» Witne: 
In thi We bo Is ‘Somebody’? 
; | Lutheran Worl. Federation 


Vol. 76, No. 11 


_ Arthur W. Klinck 


The Lutheran Witness 
May 21, 1957 


Contents 


People and Events 
The News in Pictures 
Lutheran World Federation 
Who is “Somebody”? 
By Oswald C. J. Hoffmann 
Director of Public Relations 
The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod 
“Crown Him Lord of All” 9 
By C. A. Frank 
First Editor, The LUTHERAN WITNESS 


aon kh WwW 


WITNESS Comments 10 
From Volume One 11 
The Walther League 

Helps Build the Kingdom 12 
Your Synod 14 
Psalter 16 
Lutheran Customs 16 
What’s the Answer? 17 
Table of Duties 18 
Daily Bible Readings 18 
LWML, LLL 19 
The LUTHERAN WITNESS, 1882—1957 20 
Announcements 21 
Venture of Faith 22 
Letters 23 


The Lutheran Witness 


: Official Organ of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 


Direet all correspondence on business matters 
and changes of address of subscribers to Con- 
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson 
Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. Changes cannot be 
made without the old address as well as the 
new. If possible, please send address stencil 
impression from a recent issue, and note 


postal zone number for new address if city 


requires it. Three weeks’ notice required. 


EDITORIAL STAFF 


Lorenz F. Blankenbuehler, Editor 
Martin W. Mueller, Managing Editor 
Harriet E. Schwenk, Editorial Assistant 


ASSOCIATE EDITORS 


Alfred von Rohr Sauer 

Otto E. Sohn Reuben C. Baerwald 

Albert W. Galen Lewis C. Niemoeller 
John M. Runge 


‘CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Elmer A. Kettner Alfred P. Klausler 
Elmer F. Kraemer Mabel Warnke 


EDITORIAL BOARD 


Lewis W. Spitz, chairman; Erwin L. Lueker, 


secretary; Paul W. Lange; Louis P. Lochner; — 


Omar Stuenkel; Leon Wengert; Roland Wie- 
deraenders. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
May 21, 1957, Vol. LXXVI, No. 11 


Published biweekly by Concordia Publishing 
House, O. A. Dorn, General Manager, 3558 
S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. Subscrip- 
tion: $1.75 a year, strictly in advance. Entered 
as second-class matter at the Post Office at 
St. Louis, Mo., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of post- 
age provided for in Section 1103, Act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 5, 1918. 
PRINTED IN U.S. A. 


The Cover 


When the Editor arrived in .Zanes- 
ville, Ohio, to preach for ‘Trinity 
Church’s “LUTHERAN WITNESS Sun- 
day,” March 31, he failed to find the 
parsonage in which Editor Frank had 
produced the first WITNEss, dated May 
21, 1882. 

The two-story brick house was razed 
after the congregation voted to enlarge 
its sanctuary by extending the chancel 
to the east and by building a parish hall 
to the north. 

Trinity dedicated its remodeled 
house of worship and hall (see cover) 
on March 24. The cost of these proj- 
ects and of the parking sites totaled 
$300,000. 

Organized with 22 members in 1843, 
the Zanesville parish now lists 850 
souls, 630 communicants, and 404 Sun- 
day school pupils. 

Dr. Charles A. Frank, Trinity’s sixth 
pastor, led the congregation through 
the transition from German to English. 
During his 12-year ministry in Zanes- 
ville the church purchased an $1,800 
organ, which is still in use. 

Other pastors who served the parish 
that launched the WITNEss are: George 
Bartels, Frederick von Muehlen, H. 
Kuehn, P. Eirich, Henry Craemer, E. 
Jehn, John Wefel, J. A. Rimbach, H. W. 


Prange, E. A. Brueggemann, Otto ] 
henn, and Charles H. Weber. 

The upper picture shows Dr. Bl: 
enbuehler (third from left) with: En 
uel Kirchner, who used a washba 
to carry copies of the WITNEss to 
Zanesville Post Office; Mrs. IL 
Schreiber Jacob and Mrs. Mary M: 
Wall, who helped fold and wrap 
first issues. 

Mrs. Jeanette Bauer Frick and ] 
Dora Smith, members of Tri 
Church, who also aided Dr. Frank 1 
the WITNEss, were unable to be pre 
for the picture. 

In the lower picture, Dr. Blanl 
buehler shakes hands with Dr. W. 
Renner, president of Trinity. | 
Herbert J. Krieger, left, has been a 
ciate pastor since 1956; and Rev. \ 
ter A. Pohl, pastor since 1938. 

In the conclusion of the dedica' 
booklet Pastor Pohl writes: “From 
past let us learn that the God of 
salvation is unwaveringly faithful 
His promises reliable. He has si 
‘Upon this rock I will build My chu 


~ and the gates of hell shall not pre 


against it.’ Building upon the W 
the center of which is Christ, our § 
ior, we shall build well for time 
eternity.” 
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lege Choruses Present 
sic Festival 


ore than 3,000 people attended the 
nd Annual Collegiate Music Festi- 
presented by 350 singers and an 
estra at Concordia Junior College, 
Wayne, April 27 and 28. 
urticipating in the festival were the 
rs of Concordia Seminary, Saint 
is, directed by Dr. William B. 
ne; Concordia Seminary, Spring- 
, Prof. Fred L. Precht; Concordia 
hers College, Milwaukee; Prof. 
Jid Albers; Valparaiso University, 
M. Alfred Bichsel; and Concordia 
or College, Prof. Herbert Nuech- 
in. Orchestral music was provided 
he Valparaiso Civic Orchestra and 
| Fort Wayne musicians, Prof. 
». Hoelty-Nickel, conductor. 
‘ofessor Precht led the massed 
- choruses from St. Louis, Spring- 
, and Milwaukee in three selections: 
essor Nuechterlein, the massed 
d. choirs from River Forest, Val- 
iso, and Fort Wayne. 
or the final portion of the two per- 
ances, Dr. Heyne led all six choirs 
hree selections, concluding with 
Vaughan Williams’s dynamic ar- 
ement of “All Hail the Power of 
;’ Name.” 
s part of the weekend activities, 
choir participated in two or more 
lay morning church services, with 
t speakers representing each school. 
ecordings of the festival program 
be ordered C.O.D. from Prof. 
| L. Precht, Concordia Seminary, 
ngfield, Ill. 
he cost of two records is $6.95. 
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md Annual Lutheran Collegiate Music Festival, Concordia Junior College, 


Lay People May Qualify 
For Master’s Degree 
At St. Louis Seminary 


Lay peopie with required under- 
graduate training will be able to earn a 
Master of Arts degree in religion at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

Synod at St. Paul approved a gen- 
eral policy whereby the terminal schools 
of Synod, with the approval of the 
Board for Higher Education, could 
broaden their scope for graduate work. 
In April the Board for Higher Educa- 
tion formally approved the program on 
which the St. Louis Seminary had been 
working for three years. 

Of the 15 men who have matricu- 
lated in the program, two will receive 
the degree in June: a superintendent of 
the Methodist Church in Southern Ili- 
nois and an American Lutheran pastor, 
who is a U. S. Navy chaplain. The 
remaining 13 are Lutheran parochial 
schoolteachers. 

The degree is tailored especially for 
teachers in Lutheran elementary 
schools, high schools, and Sunday 
schools, for women missionaries and 
deaconesses, qualified laymen and 
women, and clergymen who do not 
wish to earn a Bachelor ‘of Divinity or 
Master of Sacred Theology degree. 

Matriculants for the new degree must 
hold a B. A. or B.S. in Education de- 
gree and have 21 hours of college-level 
courses in religion. The degree will be 
conferred on completion of 36 semester 
hours of course work and a series of 
comprehensive examinations. Required 
study will be in the areas of Bible, doc- 
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NEWS ({ OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 
oe 


EOPLE and EVENTS 


trine, church history, 
theology. 

“Each quarter of the school year will 
offer one course,” Dr. M. Scharlemann, 
director of graduate studies at the 
seminary, told the WiTNEss. “The five 
summer courses offered this year are in 
Biblical archaeology, the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit, the prophet Hosea, the his- 
tory of Christian ethics, and the Lu- 
theran Liturgy.” 


and practical 


Communism Suffers Setbacks 
In Western Europe 


Communism in Western Europe has 
suffered “serious setbacks and lost its 
influence as a dynamic movement,” 
Dr. John Slawson, executive vice-presi- 
dent of the American Jewish Commit- 
tee, reported in New York. 

Speaking before 1,000 civic leaders 
from 600 U. S. communities attending 
the committee’s 50th-anniversary ob- 
servance, he based his address on results 
of a survey of Communism in Western 
Europe made by the committee’s offices 
in nine major European cities. 

Three principal developments caused 
the breakdown of Communist power 
in Western Europe, he said: 

1. Events in Russia and her satel- 
lites showed that Communism has not 
fulfilled any of its major promises to 
abolish exploitation and oppression and 
establish a system of equality. 


2. Soviet leaders admitted terroristic 
methods of totalitarian rulers. 

3. Uprisings in Hungary, Poland, 
and Eastern Germany demonstrated to 
Communists that Communism denies 
all aspirations for a free society. 

The Communist Party in France, he 
reported, decreased 50% in the last 
eight years; Humanite, the party paper, 
lost 65% of its subscribers since 1947. 

The Communist Party in Italy lost 


a third of its members in the past 


10 years. The Italian Communist- 
dominated General Confederation of 
Labor no longer controls a majority in 
nationwide shop steward elections. 

In England, he continued, the Scot- 
tish miners defeated their Communist 
executive for the first time since 1949. 
The miners supported the Hungarian 
anti-Soviet uprising last October. 
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Trinity Church in New York 
City’s Lower East Side has wor- 
Shiped in this building since 
1863. See page 5. 


The new Herman A. Plauman Memorial Chapel in 
Ambasamudram, India, was built so that overflow crowds 


**KALAMAZOO GAZETTE" PHC 


Miss Molly Newland, a Lutheran coed at Weste 


outside can see and listen through the lattice windows. Michigan U., has been chosen Kalamazoo’s Communi 
A gift of $200 provided this chapel. Rev. K. S. Chelliah is Ambassador for 1957. Story on page 5. 


the pastor. 


“The Enterprise-Courier” of Sikes 
Mo., at Easter devoted the entire f 
page to a modern news report of 
Savior’s death and resurrection, Ee 
Art Wallhausen, left, and his family 
members of the local Concordia 
theran Church. His pastor, Rev. 
Eugene Lauterbach, right, said: “Bag 
Methodist, Lutheran, and other | 
estant ministers and laymen in the ¢ 
munity showed a lively interest in 
paper’s account,” which reached 10. 


readers, 
} 


} 
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*higan Coed Chosen 
“Ambassador” 


folly Newland, 19, of Kalamazoo, 
estern Michigan University sopho- 
>, was chosen from among 24 young 
lidates as Kalamazoo’s Community 
yassador. 

anning to become a teacher, Miss 
land will spend two months in 
zerland this summer in studying 
school system in that country. She 
e Switzerland because of its ex- 
ely high proportion of literacy. 
Aolly is a genuine credit to her 
ch,” Rey. Vernon Boriack, campus 
yr at Western Michigan U. and 
ima Delta adviser, reported. 

ie is a member of Gamma Delta 
teaches Sunday school at her home 
ch, Zion, in Kalamazoo. In pre- 
; years she served as president of 
iocal Walther League several terms 
uccession and as president of her 
ther League zone. 

1c end of June she will join other 
munity Ambassadors from _ the 
. and leave for the trip to Europe. 


heran Church Serves 
Nationalities 


New York 


‘inity Lutheran Church in New 
< City’s Lower East Side has served 
community since 1843, when the 
iborhood was predominantly Ger- 
and Irish. 

1863 the congregation purchased 
lurch from the Methodists. That 
ling on Avenue B at East Ninth 
+t is still in use after 94 years of 
eran service. 
ore than a million Jewish immi- 
ts from northern Europe settled in 
Lower East Side between 1880 and 
). Today 20 nationalities and races 
‘d the area: Russian, Polish, Chi- 
_ Japanese, Puerto Rican, Greek, 
uinian, Italian, Negro, English — to 
e a few. 
1e Lower East Side is among the 
_ densely populated regions of the 
d—651 persons per acre. To 
> people the church turns. 
1e founders of Trinity came to New 
< from Schleswig, Germany. Es- 
shed in 1843, the congregation 
pered numerically for 50 years. 
peak record in 1893 listed 700 
municants, 1,650 souls, 100 chil- 

in the day school. Services were 
lucted in German. 

‘inity and its pastor, Rev. Theo- 

Brohm, became charter members 
le Missouri Synod in 1847. 
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Besides founding two “daughter” 
congregations, Trinity helped organize 
the Atlantic District. 

With the waning of German and 
Irish neighbors, Trinity’s strength de- 
clined. Members moved away; the 
property was neglected; church income 
dropped to the danger point. 

The introduction of English services 
in 1935 did not halt the decline. By 
1953 only 60 active members re- 
mained. In the spring of that year, Rev. 
A. W. Trinklein, circuit Visitor, ad- 
vised Trinity to invite the District 


RUBER PHOTOS 


Recent confirmands at Trinity 


L.—r.: Arthur Muchow, Mrs. Gaynell Greenidge, 
Mr. Noel Greenidge, Pastor Rudnick, Eugene 
Grummer, Mrs. Margaret Manonczuk, Mrs. Elsie 
Bruno, and Mrs. Doris Lux. 


Board of Directors to call a missionary 
who would work in the immediate 
neighborhood. 

Rev. Donald F. Tober, the young 
assistant pastor of True Light Lutheran 
Church in New York’s Chinatown, ac- 
cepted the call. Under his guidance the 
property was renovated; German serv- 
ices were dropped; and the parish com- 
munity began to respond to his work. 
After a ministry of only six months, 
Pastor Tober died unexpectedly. 

His successor in July 1954 was Rev. 
Milton L. Rudnick. Since his departure 
in April (he is now at St. Paul’s Church, 
St. Louis), Trinity’s pulpit is vacant. 
Through District subsidy, last year 
Trinity called Deaconess Mary Elaine 
Kluge. 

There are no quick solutions of Trin- 
ity’s problems, for many people in the 
neighborhood do not readily understand 
English — some not at all — and the 
congregation lacks the resources to ad- 
dress even the major language groups. 
Since a percentage in every national 
group is eager to “Americanize,” Trin- 
ity tries to work first through these 
individuals. 

Witness is not easy. Sometimes the 
neighbors are suspicious because they 
are not used to neighborly help or co- 
operation. There are also the problems 
of those poor who look to the con- 
gregation for material assistance but 
shy away from the spiritual. 

Aside from patience, friendliness, 
and perseverance, working through the 
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children and mass advertising have 
shown the most promise for Trinity. 

One fifth of the neighbors are past 
the age of 65. Juvenile delinquency 
and mental-health problems in the area 
hamper Trinity’s efforts. 

Today the congregation of 110 com- 
municants represents 12 nationalities, 
largely of the low-income group. While 
last year the congregation contributed 
more than $10,000 in support of Trin- 
ity, one quarter of the members trans- 
ferred to other churches. 

This year an increase is expected, for 
mixed-income housing projects now 
penetrate blocks once filled with tene- 
ments. The planned expansion of down- 
town business and educational facilities, 
including sizable new parks, will 
brighten what are now just narrow and 
dark streets. 

The hopes of Trinity Congregation 
are expressed by Rev. O. Henze, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Atlantic District: 
“We believe, as the congregation de- 
velops, it may well become the first 
Lutheran Church of All Nations in the 
New York area.” 


Asks New Emphasis 
For Laymen 


Dr. Henry P. van Dusen, president 
of Union Theological Seminary in New 
York, says that the church must center 
her efforts on how she can do more for 
the laity, rather than how the laity can 
do more for the church. In one of his 
Morning Lecture Series he told 350 
women that the present denominational 
church organization is inadequate to 
meet the laymen’s needs. 

Comprising 99% of the church, the 
laity spends half of its waking hours on 
the job, Dr. van Dusen pointed out. 
The church has failed to help the laity 
meet their most baffling perplexities and 
dilemmas in their jobs, because the 
church “has used a lay upsurge of in- 
terest for the purpose of achieving more 
effective lay participation in the 
church’s program, rather than seeking 
to assist the laymen to discharge their 
responsibilities more effectively as 
Christians in the secular world.” 

The church has no right to speak on 
issues of the secular order, Dr. van 
Dusen stated, except as “their pro- 
nouncements are informed and deter- 
mined by the wisdom and experience 
of Christian laymen with firsthand 
knowledge of the problem. . . . Society 
is effectively changed not by the enun- 
ciation of abstract principles, however 
true, noble, and impressive, but only by 
decisions made day by day in industry, 
politics, business, and world affairs.” 


EK and EVENT 


Two Church Members 
Honored by Exposition 


The 1957 Little International, one 
of the country’s largest collegiate agri- 
cultural expositions, held at South 
Dakota State College, Brookings, in 


March, named Fred H. Holscher of 


. 


Mrs. Alvin 
Kasuske 


Fred Holscher 


Faulkton as Honored Farmer and Mrs. 
Alvin Kasuske of Milbank, Honored 
Homemaker. 

A lifelong member of Immanuel 
Church in Wecota, Mr. Holscher has 
been treasurer, secretary, elder of his 
congregation; at present he is chairman. 

He is also president of the Faulk 
County Athletic Association, Crop Im- 
provement Association, Extension 
Board, the Wecota Farmers Elevator, 
the Cresbard Livestock Sales Co., and 
the State Extension Advisory Council. 

As chairman he heads the county 
March of Dimes program, the 4-H 
building committee, and the public re- 
lations committee of the South Dakota 
Wool Growers Association. 

Mrs. Kasuske, a member of Em- 
manuel Church, Milbank, is active in 
the Mary-Martha Guild, secretary of 
the Nursery roll in the Sunday school, 
and helpful in . . . the Walther League, 


of which her two sons are members. 
She is also president of the South 

Dakota 4-H Leaders Association and of 

the county tuberculosis organization. 


HOME FOR AGED LUTHERANS, WAUWATOSA, WIS., dedicated a 
$1,100,000 addition and remodeled portions on May 19. With a capacity for 


LWE to Meet 
In Minneapolis 


The Third Assembly of the Lutheran 
World Federation will meet in Min- 
neapolis August 15 to 25. It is the first 
LWF conclave in America since the 
federation organized at Eisenach, Ger- 
many, in 1923, when it was known as 
the Lutheran World Convention. 

Representatives of some 50,000,000 
Lutherans from 57 member churches in 
29 countries will attend the sessions. 

The National Lutheran Council will 
be host to the 11-day meeting. Its 
theme will be “Christ Frees and 
Unites.” 

Foreign churchmen expected to ad- 
dress the gathering include Bishop 
Hanns Lilje of Hanover, Germany, 
president of the LWF, who will pre- 
side and give the keynote address; 
Bishop Rajah B. Manikam of Tranque- 
bar, India; Bishop Otto Dibelius of 
Berlin, head of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany; and Bishop Lajos Ordass 
of Budapest, Hungary. 

Events during the meeting include 
festivals of hymns and music, a youth 
parade, and evening rallies. 

Although The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod is not affiliated with 
the LWF, 15 official visitors of Synod 
will go to Minneapolis. (See WITNEssS, 
April 23, page 11.) 


Briefly Told 


@ Synod contributed $911,000 to 
13 subsidized Districts for their work 
in 1956, Rev. William Hillmer, Secre- 
tary of Home Missions, reported. 


These same Districts gave $1,897,400 | 


to Synod last year. Synod’s policy is 
to encourage contributions to missions 
from all congregations and Districts, 
even though these same groups could 
be “self-supporting” by using all receipts 
for home purposes. 


200 residents, the home has a chapel, doctors’ offices, treatment rooms, physio- 


therapy facilities, laboratory, and departments for occupational therapy and social 


work. Through affiliation with the Milwaukee Vocational School program, the 


home trains practical nurses in geriatrics. 


A member of Associated Lutheran 


Charities within the Synodical Conference, the home is licensed by the Wisconsin 
State Board of Health 
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@ The U.S. Post Office Departn 
has declined requests from Cong 
men that a commemorative pos 
stamp be issued to mark the 75th a 
versary of the Knights of Colum 
a Roman Catholic fraternal orgar 
tion. “Our policy is that we will 
issue a postage stamp honoring 
religious, fraternal, or political or; 
ization,” a spokesman for the | 
Office Department said. 


@ Emmanuel Abraham, 44, I 
opian ambassador to England 

prominent Lutheran layman, will s} 
at the LWF Assembly, August 23. 
the topic “Our Mission to Civil 
thorities.” He is known in the LWE 
his leadership at the 1955 All-Af 
Lutheran Conference as representé 
for his church, the Mekane Jesu Chi 
in Addis Ababa, which grew ou 
Swedish Lutheran mission work tk 
Educated in a Swedish Lutheran — 
sion institution, he was the Ethio 
delegate to the San Francisco ( 
ference that gave birth to the Ur 
Nations. He was also minister to I 
and ambassador to Italy. 


@ The Michigan District’s stu 
pastor of Detroit, Rev. Theodore I 
iel, reported to the Michigan Luth 
that according to religious prefer 
there are 1,330 Lutheran students 
the campus of Wayne U. this seme 
Of this number, 575 are member 
the Synodical Conference. Ford | 
pital has 39 Lutheran student nw 
and Grace Hospital, 36. 


@ When the members of the 

mission at Fairlawn, Ohio, were v 
dering how the many anticip 
financial problems would be handle 
$20,000 check was in the offerin; 
a Sunday service. The pastor, | 
Paul Hoffmaster, writes in the Eng 
District Stewardship Bulletin that 
$20,000 gift to the building fund 
made by a young couple. “The am«¢ 
of the gift is unusual in our congr 
tion,” he says; “however, a willing 
to give bountifully to the Lord’s ¥ 
is not unusual among our oa 


@ St. John’s Church of Waltz, 

climaxed its centennial observe 
April 28. The men who collected 
offering grew 1857-style beards fo 
100th anniversary. Because the 
year-old church building no lo 
adequately houses the 941 memt 
the congregation proposes to 6 
construction on a new $185,000 ch 
and school as soon as the goa 
$100,000 cash is reached. With 
$4,500 confirmation-reunion colle 
on Palm Sunday, the present to 
$91,500. ¢ 


e Evangelical Lutheran Church of Australia 


oks at the 


utheran World Federation 


ver since 1941, negotiations have 
1 in progress between the inter- 
\dical committees of the Evangeli- 
Lutheran Church-of Australia — 
ated with the . . . Missouri Synod 
the Synodical Conference . . . and 
United Evangelical Lutheran 
rch in Australia to bring about 
xod-pleasing union of the two 
ches. Agreement has been reached 
nost matters. 
lready in 1948 the attitude towards 
Lutheran World Federation was 
1 for discussion. It was not until 
|, however, that discussions actually 
in in earnest. Then there was a lull 
952 while the Presidents of both 
ches were absent attending the 
nd World Assembly of the Federa- 
at Hanover — the one as an “offi- 
delegate” and the other as an 
cial visitor.” 
1953 both churches met in con- 
ion, the ELCA declining the invi- 
n to join the LWF and the UELCA 
irming its membership. Both inter- 
dical committees were instructed to 
inue their negotiations. In_ the 
> year, Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, 
utive secretary of the LWF, at- 
ed one of our joint meetings. 


WF Constitution and Practice 


aving sought divine guidance, we 
ted much time to a study of the 
titution of the LWF and the prac- 
of this body. In these discussions 
Hermann Sasse, who is well ac- 
nted with the European situation, 
an active part. 

t our meetings we considered the 
wing questions: 

the LWF a church or merely a 
ration of churches? If it is merely 
leration of churches, does it act as 
urch? 

o the purpose clauses of the con- 
tion uphold the federation char- 
- of the federation or the church 
acter? 

the doctrinal basis of the consti- 
n to be taken seriously, or is it 
‘ly an eligibility clause for mem- 
1ip? If it is to be taken seriously, 
are churches admitted that do not 
sure up to the requirements of the 
tinal basis? 

-e member churches responsible 


" 1957 


for the doctrine and practice of other 
member churches? If the doctrinal 
basis cannot be upheld and if doctrinal 
discipline cannot be practiced, why 
have a doctrinal basis at all? 

We agreed that according to its con- 
stitution the LWF professes to be a 
federation of autonomous churches and 
not a church. We agreed that “It ac- 
knowledges the Holy Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments as the only 
source and the infallible norm of all 
church doctrine and practice. It sees 
in the Confessions of the Lutheran 
Church, especially in the Unaltered 
Augsburg Confession and _ Luther’s 
Catechism, a pure exposition of the 
Word of God.” 

The UELCA was assured by the 
executive committee of the LWF that 
member churches shall adhere faith- 
fully to the Holy Scriptures and the Lu- 
theran Confessions, accepting the latter 
in their full positive and negative 
content. 

Taking the above into consideration, 
we could not escape the conclusion 
that the LWF is acting contrary to its 
own constitution by allowing churches 
which have departed from the Lutheran 
Confessions to remain members. 

Besides discussing the doctrinal basis, 
we gave very careful consideration to 
the purpose clauses of the federation. 
We asked, for instance, What is meant 
by “united witness” and by “Lutheran 
participation in ecumenical move- 
ments”? Is participation meant which 
would leave open the possibility of 
membership in unionistic and unscrip- 
tural ecumenical movements? 

We feel that the purpose clauses of 
the LWF “tend to involve member 
churches in united church work for 
which doctrinal unity is a prerequisite.” 


True Unity Should Be Sought 


In spite of the above strictures and 
criticisms, we recognized that a federa- 
tion of Lutheran churches with clearly 
defined aims in harmony with Scripture 
and the Confessions could serve a good 
purpose. We did not close our eyes to 
the fact that the LWF has already done 
much good in a time of great world 
distress by rehabilitating millions of 
refugees and displaced persons, by sav- 
ing Lutheran church property, and by 
helping men in orphaned missions. 
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Much more could be done in the 
right direction if all would frankly 
admit and face up to the fact that the 
churches belonging to the LWF are not 
united and that the establishment of 
true unity and fellowship in harmony 
with Scripture and the Confessions 
should be the chief aim and purpose 
of the Federation. 

No one is happy about the divided 
state of the church. All loyal Lu- 
therans would be happy if they could 
unite upon the basis of the Lutheran 
Confessions. And what a power the 
Lutheran Church would be if the 
70,000,000 people who profess to be 
Lutherans were really loyal to Christ 
and His Word! 

And even though it may not be pos- 
sible to unite all “Lutherans,” should 
we not strive and work and pray for 
an ever greater degree of unity? This 
would certainly be in harmony with 
Scripture (Matt. 28:19, 20; Eph. 4:1-3; 
Rom. 15:5-7, and other passages) and 
the Confessions of our church, in which 
we declare: “We are on our part sin- 
cerely inclined and anxious to advance 
that unity according to our utmost 
power, by which His glory remains to 
God uninjured, nothing of the divine 
truth of the Holy Gospel is surrendered, 
no room is given to the least error, poor 
sinners are brought to true, genuine re- 
pentance, raised up by faith, confirmed 
in new obedience, and thus justified and 
eternally saved alone through the sole 
merit of Christ.” 


Representations to LWF Committee 


After much deliberation and earnest 
prayer we have, therefore, made repre- 
sentations with the UELCA committee 
to the executive committee of the LWF 
for a change of the constitution. We 
have suggested the deletion of the doc- 
trinal basis, changes in the purpose 
clauses, and a membership paragraph 
enabling all who subscribe to the Lu- 
theran Confessions in their constitution 
to become members. 

And now all eyes are turning to Min- 
neapolis, where the theme: “Christ 
Frees and Unites,” will bring matters 
of church unity to the fore. 

Will Christ have the pre-eminence in 
all things? Will His Word triumph over 
every error? God grant it! 


Cui. E. HoopMann, President, ELCA 
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Who Is “Somebody’’? 


performance from the pitcher’s mound. After 
the game he was asked how he felt in the late 
innings. 
He replied that toward the close of the game he 
prayed constantly: “Please help me, Somebody.” 
Is this prayer of the athlete related to the growing 
tendency throughout America to believe that “Some- 
body Up There Likes Me”? 


le fall a professional athlete turned in a perfect 


No Fog 


When Christ speaks of praying, He uses no vague, 
foggy terms. “Pray to the Father,” He says, “pray to 
Him in My name, and the Spirit will guide you to 
pray in the right way.” 

When Jesus prayed, He knew to whom He spoke. 
He wants all Christians to direct their prayers to God. 

The God to whom you pray is your heavenly Father, 
who “made the world and all things therein.” He also 
rules the world. Nothing happens that is not part of 
His divine plan. 

God is not the kind of father who would let the 
world go to hell, while He cared nothing and did nothing 
about the world’s plight. The heavenly Father will not 
wink at any transgression of His Law. He can punish, 
and He does punish, as many people have discovered to 


. their sorrow. 


But in divine love — pure, undeserved, redemptive 
love — God gave His Son to take upon Himself the 
punishment of all mankind and to sacrifice His life on 
the cross. 

If you can look upon God as your Father, who has 
redeemed you from sin by paying the penalty you 
should have paid, Jesus invites you to pray: 

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For 
everyone that asketh, receiveth; and he that seeketh, 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” 

Why can you accept this invitation with confidence? 
Because God is your heavenly Father. 


If a Child Asks 


In Luke 11 a boy says to his father, “I’m hungry.” 
Will his father pick up a stone and say, “Here, eat this’? 

Christ might have continued: “If a child asks you for 
some meat, would you hand him a piece of shoeleather 
and say, ‘Chew this’?” 

“If your daughter asks you for some milk, would 
you give her a glass of arsenic?” 

Jesus makes this point: “If ye, then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask Him!” 

Parents usually know what is right for their children. 
But parents make mistakes, bad mistakes, in spite of 
the best intentions. 

God never makes mistakes. He is always right. In 
Him, firmness and kindness are perfectly balanced. 

You can come to the loving God at any time of day 
or night. The Almighty always hears you. You nevey 
tire Him with your prayers. Ask! 

Isn’t it at this point that many people fail? “Ye have 

ot,” St. James declares, “because ye ask not.” 


You Can’t Demand 


When Christians come to God in prayer, they come 
as His children. Children are in no position to demand; 
they must ask. 

A child pleads with his mother: “Please let me play in 
the street.” That is doubtless an earnest request. 

Mother may nevertheless deny her child’s wish. 
Because she hates her child? No! Mother loves her 
child! She knows that mortal danger lurks in the street. 

Christians who make requests of God are often con- 
vinced that they are petitioning Him for a good thing. 
But God disagrees. 

Why should that be strange? Why should any child 
of God be mystified and stunned or become bitter when 
He declines a petition? 

Whenever there is a conflict between your will and 
the divine will, you are wrong; God is always right! 
The only reason God does not give you what you ask 
is that He knows better. 

This is difficult for adults to take from God, as it 
is for children to take from their parents. Yet grownups 
as well as children could expect only the worst if they 
were to receive everything they ask. 

“I should shrink from ever praying again if I were 
absolutely sure that the Lord would answer my prayer, 
whatever it might be,” Charles Spurgeon once said. “If 
my Lord were to say to me, ‘From this hour I will 
always answer your prayer just the way you pray it,’ 
the first petition I would offer would be, ‘Lord, do 
nothing of the sort.’ ” 


No Backaches? 


“Ask, seek, and knock,” Christ urges you, because 
you will “receive, find, and it shall be opened unto you.” 
That is a divine promise. 

Of course, the Lord has not promised you robust 
health. He has not guaranteed you financial security. 
He has not insulated you against backaches, headaches, 
or heartaches. 

But the Almighty has pledged to be good to you. 
He has assured you the resources to meet emergencies, 
to endure and overcome trials. 

These promises are summarized in the declaration 
that God: will give the Holy Spirit to them that ask. 
The heart touched by the Spirit has love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance, 


“Give Me” 


Oe you pray for these gifts, you are saying, “Give 
> but you are also saying, “Make me obedient to 
are will. Give me, guide me, teach me!” 

The best gift the heavenly Father offers is the Holy 
Spirit. He changes your life. He brings you the joy 
of forgiveness, the love that makes life radiant, the 
peace that carries you through turmoil, the faith that 
clings to your Savior. 

When you talk to God in prayer, you may not under- 
stand His purposes, but you are certain that He hears. 

The truth of an ancient prayer still holds: God is 
more willing to hear than His children are to pray, and 
more ready to give than they desire or deserve. 


OswaLp C. J. HOFFMANN 
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Se hs he ee als 


ach 


My a ee: our Mediator and Advocate, 


ascended on high and was set by 

God at His own right hand. This 
is a doctrine of the Scriptures univer- 
sally received by the holy Christian 
Church. 


Right Hand of God 


What do the Scriptures mean by the 
right hand of God? ... St. Paul has 
written: God set Christ “at His own 
right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principality and power and 
might and dominion and every name 
that is named, not only in this world 
but also in that which is to come, and 
hath put all things under His feet.” 
The right hand of God, therefore, 
means the eternal and truly infinite 
power of God.... 

The right hand of God also means 
His omnipresence. . . . St. Paul says: 
“He that descended is the same also 
that ascended up far above all heavens, 
that He might fill all things.” .. . 

By the right hand of God the Scrip- 
tures also mean the majesty and glory 
of God. The Son “being the brightness 
of His glory, and the express image of 
His person, and upholding all things by 
the word of His power, when He had 
by Himself purged our sins, sat down 
on the right hand of the Majesty on 
highsees s. 

According to which nature was 
Christ exalted to the right hand of God? 

. The Formula of Concord, one of 
our Lutheran Confessions, answers: 
“For the holy Scriptures and the ancient 
Fathers, upon the authority of the 
Scriptures, testify forcibly that the 
human nature in Christ . . . has received 
over and above its natural, essential, 
and permanent human properties also 
special, high, great, supernatural, in- 
scrutable, ineffable, heavenly preroga- 
tives and pre-eminence . . . so that the 
human nature in Christ (in its measure 
and mode) was associated in the execu- 
tion of the office of Christ, and also has 
its efficacy, that is, its virtue and opera- 
tion, not only from and according to 
its natural essential properties, or so far 
only as its ability extends, but chiefly 
from, and according to, the majesty, the 
glory, the power, and the might which 
it has received through the personal 
union, the glorification and exaltation. 
There is and remains in Christ only one 
divine omnipotence, power, majesty, 
and glory, which is the property of the 
divine nature alone. 

“But all this shines forth, exhibits, 
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and manifests itself fully, yet spon- 
taneously, in, with, and through the 
assumed human nature in Christ, pre- 
cisely as to shine and to burn are not 
two properties of iron, but the power 
to shine and to burn is the property of 
the fire, but since the fire is united with 
iron, it exhibits and manifests its power 
to shine and to burn in, with, and 
through this red-hot iron; so that also 
the red-hot iron, through this union, has 
the power to shine and to burn, without 
a change of the essence and of the 
natural properties of the fire or of the 
iron.” 


Special Comfort 


What special comfort does the truth 
of Christ’s ascension into heaven and 
His sitting at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty imply? 

If He be placed, as in truth He is, 
above all principality and power and 
might and dominion; if all things be 
under His feet; why would we not be 
of good cheer under His scepter against 
all His and our enemies, and be quite 
certain that all things, and if they seem 
ever so perplexing and adverse, must 
work under His direction, together to 
good for them that love God? 

If He received gifts for men, yea, for 
the rebellious also; if He be present 
with us as the Head of the church to 
distribute the gifts of grace, why, then, 
should we doubt His gifts or His pres- 
ence? ‘gia 

Why should we deprive ourselves of 
His gracious presence and fellowship 
by thoughts of doubting reason, which 
desires to enclose Christ in a certain 
place far off from us, and existing only 
in the realm of our limited reason? 

If His servants shall also be where 
He is; if He has gone to prepare a place 
for us, why should we not in all patience 
undergo toil and self-denial till He re- 
move us to the mansions which He 
prepared for us? 

If He be exalted according to His 
human nature to that glory of God to 
which He will draw us after our days 
of humiliation, why not await the hour 
of our death or His last advent, as the 
most glorious consummation of our 
sinful and wretched lives? 

If He be our Advocate now with His 
Father and make intercession for us, 
what delight will He take in presenting 
us to His Father as those whom He 
exalted to stand on His right hand as 
the blessed of the Father! 


C. A. FRANK 
WITNESS, Volume I, May 7, 1883 
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Open Your Heart! 


Synod’s Preaching-Teaching-Reaching missions, 
under the blessing of the Holy Spirit, have brought 
many newcomers to the churches. Does the con- 
gregation’s part in the evangelism program end 
with the acquisition of new members? By no 
means. A new phase begins when a parish wel- 
comes fellow members: assimilation. 

To make a newcomer feel at home in a church 
requires more than a handshake or an invitation 
to come again. A “stranger” in the midst of “old 
members” should be met more than halfway to 
make him feel at home. 

Many men and women lead lonely lives. In 
a house of God, where His children assemble, 
people expect to find the fellowship of kindred 
minds like to that above. 

A stranger usually knows from his first visit 
whether he is welcome. Kind words and a cordial 
welcome may lead him into active participation 
to the benefit of the church at large. 

Open your heart to the stranger! 


Spending Too Much? 


Cutting the budget is one of the most debated 
subjects in the nation. The President succinctly 
states that the country will have to decide what 
it wants. If the Government is to continue its 
services, then the people will have to pay. 

Isn’t there a parallel in the church? The synod- 
ical budget mounts annually. Congregations won- 
der whether Synod is not spending too much. 
As the local budget grows more ambitious each 
year, parishioners mutter about “cutting down” 
here and there to save money. 

The church, like the Government, renders serv- 
ice. Larger service to God’s people at home and 
expansion in the foreign mission fields call for 
increased expenditures on the local and synodical 
level. 

The concern for saving money always and in- 
evitably means less concern for saving souls. The 
church spends money in God’s name for the 
soul-saving work of the Kingdom. 


IN 1954 AMERICANS SPENT 


*$78,586,000,000 for food and tobacco 
$29,758,000,000 for housing 
$26,928,000,000 for clothing, accessories, and jewelry 
$24,545,000,000 for medical care and death expenses 
$12,220,000,000 for recreation 
$ 3,202,000,000 for religious and welfare activities 


The real problem is not that the church is 
spending too much money. The problem is that 
the church is not spending enough. 

Consider the work of the souls yet untouched 
by the Gospel of Christ’s redeeming love. 

Thank God that your congregation and your 
Lutheran Church have the privilege to meet ever- 
widening opportunities. 


* From Statistical Abstract of the U.S. 
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Juke-Box “Somebody” 


The juke box makes money for somebody 
it blares about “Somebody”! 

Handy to the hand and pocket and ear a 
heart of young America, the musical vend: 
machine plays sentimental, vaguely religious so1 
of spiritual mediocrity. These slide into syll 
icated spiritual lyrics about a god called “FE 
or “Somebody” or “The Man Upstairs.” 

Is it illuminating to hear that “Somebody b 
ger than you and I” is responsible for the mot 
tain, tree, river, and m-oo-n? Is it reassuring 
know that “Someone in the great somewh 
hears every word,” that “Somebody up there Iil 
me”? “He’s got time,” “He can wait,” the ji 
box moans. 

“In our country,” Simeon Stylites warned 
readers in the Christian Century a few mon 
ago, “the real rival of God, invoked in a p 
sistent ritual, is not Allah, nor Buddha, | 
Somebody.” 

This juke-box vagueness regarding the conc 
of God reverts to THE UNKNOWN GOD of ' 
Athenians. The words spoken to the Ephesi 
still apply: “Let no one deceive you with em 
words, for because of these things cometh ~ 
wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience.” 


Seven Dedicated Young Men 


In March 1955 seven dedicated young: Waltl 
Leaguers went to New Guinea as Foreign Miss: 
Builders. During the past two years these | 
salaried lay workers completed or started | 
following for Synod’s mission: 

A hydroelectric plant, including installation 
machinery, a hospital administration building w 
operating, laboratory, and examination roor 
hospital and laundry building; six native war 
doctor’s residence; nurses’ residence; bathro 
and laundry shed at the Irelya mission. static 
missionary’s residence at Raiakama; separ 
frame-type kitchen; and a vacation home 
Madang. 


The Walther League’s Christian Vocation Fu 
paid the transportation and insurance for | 
young men. 

Four builders — Gus Harms, Jim Kahre, W 
ter Biberdorf, and Clarence Schultze — chose 
remain in New Guinea to complete the hospit 
to erect two more homes for missionaries, a 
to construct the permanent buildings for a hi 
school. Two builders, Clarence Rivers and Rob 
Marquardt, returned in March; another of 1 
seven-man team, Don Hall, returned last year. 

The church extends sincere thanks to th 
workers, who have given the rich years of you 
manhood to the mission in New Guinea. 

The Walther League, which has well earr 
congratulations for its 64th birthday on May ‘ 
is now planning to recruit volunteer builders 
home missions in the United States and Can 


THE LUTHERAN 
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LoGan, Onto. — Our churches in the well- 
known and pleasant Hocking Valley had quite 
a festival time on the eighth Sunday after Trinity. 
In the prosperous city of Logan, the corner stone 
was laid for a new church, which Rev. Henkel’s 
congregation is building. Rev’s. Henkel, Dreyer 
and Rauh officiated on the occasion. Hundreds 
of people from surrounding congregations were 
present to listen to the sermons which were 
preached in German and English. This is, to our 
knowledge, the first corner stone into whose 
safe keeping the WITNESS was placed together 
with the Lutheraner, Lehre und Wehre, Theol. 
Monthly and other papers. 


FALSE Livery. — Secret societies certainly do 
not lack audacity and insolence. No theologian’s 
spirit and teachings were more opposed to the 
evils of such societies of darkness than Luther’s, 
and still we find his fair name abused by some 
of the fraternities in New York City, and prob- 
ably elsewhere, who call themselves “The Martin 
Luther Lodges.” Seeking the prestige his honored 
name imparts, they make the Reformer appear 
to sanction a system that he would have abhorred 
from the bottom of his soul. 


Wuy So MAny Are Not Sure OF SALVA- 
TION. — Many Christian people, when asked 
whether they are sure to be at peace with God 
and that they will come to heaven, will say they 
don’t know. They have no assurance because 
they are not willing to take God at His word. 


JAY AND THE ANGEL. — When the Edward 
Irving mania raged, a man calling himself an 
“Angel of the Church” proceeded from Bristol 
to Bath, on a special mission to William Jay. The 
grave, thinking old man was in his study, and 
when the “Angel,” a man with a dismal counte- 
nance, a white cravat, and rusty black trousers, 
appeared, Mr. Jay asked him his business. “I am 
the Angel of the Church,” said the man. “What 
church?” asked Mr. Jay. “The Irvingite church 
at Bristol,” replied the angel. “Take off your 
coat,” said Mr. Jay. The angel took off his coat, 
and Mr. Jay quietly rubbed his shoulder blades. 
“What are you doing” asked the angel. “Looking 
for your wings,” was the cool answer of Jay. 


THe Deap SEA. — “What makes the Dead 
Sea dead? Because it is all the time receiving, 
never giving out anything. Why is it that many 
Christians are cold? Because they are all the 
time receiving, never giving anything.” 


THE New ConcorpDiA SEMINARY. — When 
this number of the LUTHERAN WITNESS will have 
reached all its readers, the time will be very near 
at hand when the venerable, old Concordia Semi- 
nary will be torn down to make room for a more 
spacious, commodious, and magnificent successor. 
Going by the cut that accompanied the last num- 
ber of the Lutheraner, the new Concordia Semi- 
nary will be one of the finest structures in the 
southern part of the city of St. Louis. Its dimen- 
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sions are to be 234 by 64 feet, with a steeple 
135 feet in height. It will comprise three stories 
and basement, furnishing lecture rooms, studies, 
and dormitories for about two hundred students. 
It is expected to be ready for use by the fall term 
of 1883. We are glad to state that two thirds 
of the cost have already been subscribed, and 
that on this account there is very little probability 
that we will be compelled to fill the Lutheraner 
or the LUTHERAN WITNESS with articles on the 
debts of our institutions. 


CRIME IN 1882. — The statistics of crime for 
the year just closed are not very cheerful. 730 
murderers were committed and there were 101 
executions. Both as to the proportion of crimes 
and the execution of the laws upon murderers, the 
South has a better showing than could have been 
anticipated. Only 212 murders were committed 
in the Southern States, while of the 101 execu- 
tions, 53 took place in the South. 


ACTIVE YOUNG MEN. — The members of the 
Lutheran Young Men’s Association of St. Louis 
are busily engaged in raising subscriptions among 
themselves for a monument of Luther, to be 
placed in our new Seminary in that city, on the 
400th anniversary of Luther’s birth. Pioneer. 


LUTHER’S Works. — Among the various meth- 
ods of commemorating the 400th birthday of Lu- 
ther in Germany will be that of issuing a new 
edition of his Latin and German works. The Ger- 
man Emperor has presented the necessary funds 
for the undertaking, and the Prussian Ministry of 
Worship has appointed a committee to super- 
intend it. The editor will be Pastor Knaake, who 
has an unrivalled knowledge of Luther, and has 
for some years been exploring books and manu- 
scripts bearing on the subject. The edition will 
be published at Weimar, and the first two volumes 
will appear on the anniversary of Luther’s birth, 
the 10th of November next. 


RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION TO Masonry. — The 
Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
New York has declared against Free Masonry 
and other secret societies as “pagan in their 
character, infidel in their tendency, and perilous 
to the liberties of the State and the Church.” 


THE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL. — We find a most 
lovely trio united in the congregational school, 
namely: a God-pleasing aid for family, Church, 
and State. A congregational school wears this 
triple crown, that it educates the best children 
for the family, the best members for the Church 
and the best ‘citizens for the State. 

The congregational school is the best mis- 
sionary institution of a congregation, and if we 
would, as we should, all be missionaries, then 
let us first of all missionate in our own midst 
among our own flesh and blood, and that with 
the very best means, with a school in which God’s 
Word is the sun and all other things are the stars 
which must derive light and heat from him. 
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On May 23 the more than 85,000 Lutheran young people in 
Walther League will celebrate the League's 64th birthday. TI 
young Christians engage in constructive efforts to help build 
Savior’s kingdom. Their growth in grace and in the knowledg 
the Lord Jesus motivates their youth program ‘For Church and Hon 
The Leaguers’ five aims are: worship, education, fellowship, sery 
and recreation. 


Work and Fellowship 


In their home churches the Leaguers join in Service Volunteer schools, and summer « 
Sunday school canvasses, evangelism missions, 20,000, district conventions; and 30,000, zor 
church-beautification projects, local and national lies. These Leaguers enjoy Christian fellows 
relief drives for clothing and food. From ushering they hear and study God's Word. 
and baby-sitting to participation in the congrega- Leaguers will lead happy and full lives thi 
tion's stewardship campaign, the Leaguers are mer in the church's youth program. Plans c 
working members of the Kingdom. 140 summer camps, LSV schools, and distric 

Ardently interested in learning more about their ventions. The International Walther League c 
faith, 80,000 young people use the League's topic tion, August 11—15, at Oklahoma A & M, 
studies; 15,000 attend retreats, seminars, Lutheran pected to attract several thousand Leaguers. 


The pioneer camp of the Walther League, Camp 
Arcadia, on Lake Michigan's shore, celebrates its 35th 
anniversary this summer. W. F. Weiherman, Arcadia’s 
manager since the camp opened, estimates that 2,000 
guests will attend the conference program, which runs 
from June 5 to Labor Day. 


. Prof. Walter Reiner, right, of Valparaiso 
the joint youth-training project of the Walther 
the Lutheran Laymen’s League, Synod's Board fc 
People's Work, and Valparaiso U.; center, Rev. E 


of BYPW. 
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Trinity Senior Walther League, Utica, Mich., 
; sponsoring for the second year a weekly Lutheran 
four broadcast over Radio Cochabamba in Bolivia. 
howing the certificate of sponsorship are (I. to r.): 
Aarlin Zobel, Elvera Meitzner, Fred Boerger, Sharon 
jiekbusch, and Bruce Alband. 
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Foreign Mission Builders 


Two Foreign Mission Builders returned to 
the U. S. after a two-year tour of duty in 
Synod's New Guinea mission field. Four 
Builders are remaining on the _ island. 
Leaguers collected more than $20,000 to 


d th Build pa a ked 
sen ese Builders overseas ey worke The Buildcore anna 


this New Guinea hos- 
pital. 


without pay. 


Home Mission Builders 


Leaguers hope to raise $20,000 on 
May 23 to pay the costs of Home Mission 
Builder teams. In co-operation with Synod’s 
Home Mission Board, the teams will work 
this summer in Synod's Southern Califor- 
nia, Alberta-British Columbia, and Florida- 
Georgia Districts to erect chapels for new 
congregations. The young men will volun- 
teer for three to six months’ service. 


y N Last fall, fire destroyed this New Gui- y N The powerhouse of 


nea home of the Builders. the New Guinea hydro 
plant, constructed by 


the Builders. 


Foreign Mission Builders Robert Mar- 
quardt, left, and Clarence Rivers are wel- 
comed upon their return to the Lutheran 
Youth Building, Chicago, by Korrine Reas, 
left, and Beth Hebblethwaite. 


Adults Stamp 


Pattern for 


Christian Education 


By Oscar E. FEUCHT 
Secretary of Adult Education 


Although learning capacities are highest when individuals are 
in their early twenties, a person learns at 40 as well as he did at 14. 
Each day’s experiences are educating. 

Adults, not children or youths, form the largest educable group 
in the congregation. There are about 900,000 adults in Synod’s 
30 Districts in the United States. 

The church wants adult members who have gone beyond a 
child’s conception of religion and are maturing in Christian doc- 
trine and Bible understanding; adults who, confidently and victori- 
ously with Jesus, meet life’s problems; adults who are spiritually 
equipped to give their children Christian guidance; adults who 
are especially trained for Kingdom work; adults who not only re- 
main loyal to Christ, but also increase in faith, godliness, and serv- 
ice. Christian adult education means changed lives. 

Synod is endeavoring to meet the challenge of Christian adult 
education through these endeavors: 

1. Bible classes thoughout the church have an enrollment of 
almost 200,000. The figure represents only 14.2% of the com- 
municant membership. Advance and the “Bible Class Builder” 
have set forth “A Blueprint for Progress” for this triennium. 

2. During 1957 and 1958, family life education is conducting 
training schools for church officers, leaders of children, youth, and 
adults, in almost all synodical circuits. 

3. Leadership education is increasing. Youth Workers Con- 
ferences (BYPW), Christian Growth Institutes (LWML), and the 
Laymen’s Seminars help train Kingdom workers. 

4. The co-ordinated parish program, appearing annually as 
“Parish Activities” in the June issue of Advance, is well received. 
Congregations employ about 30,000 copies to co-ordinate the many 
tasks of the church into a well integrated program. 

5. To encourage Bible study and meditation, the department 
issues discussion guides; a reading guide, “Light for Your Way”; 
and “Lutheran Round Table” booklets to encourage a Christian 
approach to major issues before the church and the nation. 

6. Annually the Family Life Committee publishes a parent- 
guidance booklet. The National Lutheran Parent-Teacher League 
reaches approximately 32,000 fathers and mothers. 

7. The LWML reaches 30% of the church’s women, and the 
LLL, 18 to 20% of the men. Sixty thousand Sunday school teach- 
ers receive adult education in regular Sunday school meetings. 

Since adults establish the pattern in the family and in the 
church, each congregation should make more’ use of Synod’s 
adult-education program. 
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Baptism Class of 900 
At Irelya, New Guinea 


What happened after the first be 
tism of 79 men, women, and childr 
in the Irelya Western Highlands of N 
Guinea (see February 26 WITNE 
p. 2) on January 6? 

Five days later the baptized adu 
met to formulate the plan for t 
evangelistic challenge confronting the 
Missionary W. Burce reports. 

They decided that the 18 men w 
had served outstations should contin 
and that they should also contin 
coming to Irelya three days a we 
for further evangelistic and _ litera 
training. 


THE NEXT BAPTISMAL CLASS 
35 men, who have been under instn 
tion for three years, will be assigned 
outstations, where they will be pa 
time evangelists. 

A new evening class for Wabag g 
ernment station personnel will op 
One of the baptized “doctor boy 
married the day after the baptism, lin 
up a new class of 25, doctor boys a 
their wives, including his own bride. 

The mission will have monthly Co 
munion services and a monthly cz 
offering. 

It was also agreed that the missi 
should enroll a new baptismal cl 
for the people in the immediate vicin 
of Irelya. 

The following Sunday service 
Irelya issued the invitation to all w 
truly love the Lord to follow Hi 
People of a number of tribes liv 
nearby had heard the announcement 
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following day 840 adults requesi 
membership in the class. By J. 
uary 23 the total was 900. 


“WHILE THIS REPRESENTS a trem 
dous teaching task, we_ hesitate 
dampen the interest of these people 
turning them back,” Missionary Bu 
writes. 

“With the help of nine baptiz 
evangelists, we plan to carry out | 
Christian instruction of these peor 
many of whom have been coming ig 
larly to services for years. 

“The large group comes to Irelya 
5:30 P.M. on Mondays and Wi 
nesdays. On Tuesdays, Thursdays, a 
Fridays the people meet in their 0 
chapels, built in nine nearby comm 
ties.” 

The first baptismal class fecciaa 
struction for more than five ye 
Before these matives could receive B 
tism, they had to establish entirely 
language concepts in addition to 
instruction. 


mvert from Islam Takes 
ie Name “Indreus Din” 


A recent convert, who was at one 
e second in command of a large 
sque in Vaniyambadi, India, became 
‘hristian — and a genuine Christian, 
say the least. Some of the local 
ishioners helped the former Moslem 
ince a small teashop, which they 
» aided in building, near our ele- 
atary school in Vaniyambadi. 

fhe teashop enables him to make 
ving, though his life now is by no 
ans so luxurious as it was in the 
sque. But this is exactly what all of 
including the convert, want. 

t shows the Moslems that he does 
confess Christ for the sake of a 
ye, but is even willing to sacrifice 
uries for the Savior. While the Mos- 
s have generally boycotted his tea- 
p, surprisingly many Moslems still 
1e to find out his reasons for be- 
ing a Christian. 


NDREUS DIN is his name. Formerly 
was called Badr-ud-din. 

Please do not call me Badr-ud-din,” 
says. “Badr-ud-din has died, and 
reus Din has risen from the dead.” 
t reminds one of the Nicodemus 
y and the statement of Paul that we 
and are buried with Christ that we 
ht rise with Him also. Please re- 
nber Indreus Din, as well as the 
k, in your prayers. All of us can 
more of God’s Holy Spirit. 

‘the problems, of course, continue to 
t. Moslems still have difficulty in 
iking away from their community, 
n though they realize that Jesus 
ist is the Way. They, much more 
ely knit than we Canadians or 
ericans, really know little about the 
>pendence of individuality. If Mos- 
s forsake Islam, they can expect 
ible, threats, ridicule, persecution. 


‘oO INDREUS DIN’S CREDIT we say 
- he has happily accepted so far 
ry retaliation that Moslem society 
given him and still is not suffering 
n an almost inevitable persecution 
iplex, nor has he lost his humor. 
have personally seen him almost 
pletely disarm some of his critics 
1 his humor. His manner is a won- 
ful joy to witness. 

the suspicion of the Moslems is 
jually arising in these areas because 
he blessing of the Spirit on the work. 
: Moslems have finally decided that 
are serious. 

May God grant us the opportunity 
build up the little work we have 


e so far! 
ERNEST HAHN 


Janiyambadi, India 
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Why No 


Free Conferences 


In America? 


By JoHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


A layman on Synod’s Board of Directors recently asked: “Why 
do we not have Bad Boll Meetings in the United States?” 

These Bad Boll Meetings are free conferences of pastors and 
professors from different church bodies claiming the name Lu- 
theran. The purpose of the meetings is the discussion of doctrine 
on the basis of Holy Writ and the Lutheran Confessions. The first 
of these meetings, which provided the name, was held in Bad Boll, 
a health resort in Wuerttemberg, near Stuttgart, Germany. Approx- 
imately 300 men from several Landeskirchen (sometimes called 
“State Churches”) and from the Free Churches attended three 
series of meetings, each lasting nine days. Our theologians and 


European theologians read essays on the same topics. Discussion 


followed. All agreed that the meetings were decidedly beneficial. 
The European theologians pleaded for a continuation of these 
free conferences. 

If these meetings are so beneficial in Europe, why are they not 
held in America? What are the facts in the matter? 

In 1948 Dr. S. E. Engstrom, a secretary of the National Lu- 
theran Council and a member of the Augustana Synod, attended 
sessions at Bad Boll. In his enthusiasm about these meetings he 
asked me: “Why do we not have this kind of meetings in America?” 

The Missouri Synod, I assured him, is willing, and its history 
since Dr. Walther’s day shows that Synod has always favored free 
conferences. Later Dr. Engstrom called a meeting of Lutheran 
leaders in Chicago to ascertain whether free conferences of all 
Lutherans might be arranged. Unfortunately a heart attack kept 
him from the meeting. Honest efforts were made to plan Bad Boll 
Meetings in America. This Chicago meeting adjourned without 
accomplishing its purpose, because three presidents did not favor 
such a meeting. Two presidents declared they would not attend 
the meeting if it meant discussion of doctrine. We already have 
sufficient doctrinal agreement, they insisted. 

Some years ago the American Lutheran Church leaders invited 
the presidents of all Lutheran bodies to explore the possibility of 
holding free conferences. We declared our willingness to attend. 
Because some declined, the effort failed. 

In 1955 the president of the Augustana Synod invited us to 
meet in Chicago with the executive committee of his Synod that 
these men might receive first-hand information about our position 
on pulpit and altar fellowship among Lutherans. In all kindness 
and also with firmness we emphasized that the Scriptural require- 
ment of doctrinal agreement must be upheld. We spoke of free 
conferences as a means to that end. 

There were other futile efforts, but may these suffice to ex- 
plain why we have no Bad Boll Meetings in America. 
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THE 


Psalter 


Psalm 133:1,2: “Behold how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity! It is like the precious 
ointment upon the head that ran down 
upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard; that 
went down to the skirts of his garments.” 


Precious Ointment 


Unity —it is a good and pleasant 
word indeed. It bespeaks the condition 
of being one — and oneness is a mark 


- of perfection. Unity means the absence 


of any deficiency, schism, or gap. Such 
oneness describes the very nature of 
God. Such oneness must also mark the 
relations of His people toward each 
other. 


“Behold how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity!” the psalmist cries. Unity of 
spirit and of purpose is the mark of 
a happy family. Wretched indeed is 
that home that is rent by quarreling and 
dissension. But blessed is the family 
where the spirit of peace and love 
prevails. 

Unity of spirit and of purpose is, in 
like manner, essential to any group re- 
lationship. A Christian congregation, 
a business enterprise, a social fellow- 
ship, a civic undertaking — all of these 
will prosper only if the spirit of har- 
mony prevails. Our Lord has said: 
“A house divided against itself cannot 
stand.” 


The psalmist compares such a happy 
and harmonious relationship to the oint- 
ment which was poured upon the head 
of Aaron when he was anointed as high 
priest. Such a spirit is so great in value 
that it cannot be purchased by, or 
measured in, material terms. And such 
a spirit is so fragrant that it excels the 
sweet aroma of the costliest earthly 
perfume. Christian unity is like pre- 
cious ointment whose fragrance ascends 
like a sweet-smelling savor to the nos- 
trils of God. 


Such unity finds its source in Him 
alone. He can make us one with each 
other because He Himself is one, and 
because He has made us one with Him 
through the cross. For His divine Son 
prayed: “Holy Father, keep through 
Thine own name those whom Thou 
hast given Me, that they may be one 


as We are.” 
THOMAS COATES 
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THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 


Before Lutherans partake of Holy 
Communion for the first time, they pre- 
sent themselves at the altar in the rite 
of confirmation. They do this publicly 
to confess their faith in God, which 
their sponsors confessed for them in the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 


A period of instruction precedes the 
rite. This instruction is intended to 
prepare young Christians for communi- 
cant membership in the church. They 
are taught about the vicarious atone- 
ment of Christ; the need and benefit of 
Holy Communion; how to examine 
themselves before God; about renewal 
through repentance and faith; the life 
of prayer; the history, worship, and 
program of the church; and the obliga- 
tions of membership. 


Because these matters belong to the 
care of souls, confirmation instruction 
is given by the pastor. He can prepare 
the future members best when they 
come to him with a fair knowledge of 
the chief parts of Christian doctrine as 
contained in Luther’s Small Catechism. 


To this end congregations maintain 
Sunday schools, Saturday schools, re- 
leased-time instruction, vacation Bible 
schools, and, in increasing numbers, 
Lutheran elementary schools. The last 
is generally regarded as the most effec- 
tive means of providing preconfirma- 
tion training throughout the elementary 
school years. Confirmation instruction, 
however, remains the capstone of re- 
ligious education on the elementary 
level. 

Chief Purpose 


On the other hand, the Lutheran 
Church has not lost sight of the chief 
purpose of confirmation instruction — 
the preparation of young Christians for 
Holy Communion and for an intelligent, 
fruitful participation in the work. of 
the church. 


We look in vain among the traditions 
of the early church for a custom like 
confirmation. We know that baptized 
children were taught by their parents 
and by their sponsors and eventually 
admitted to the Lord’s Table. 


Adult instruction was given as early 
as the fourth century. Lasting two 
years, the coursé began with Bible his- 
tory. When the catechumens, as per- 
sons enrolled in religious instruction 
were called, had heard the wonderful 
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story of the kingdom of God, they w 
asked whether they wanted to beco: 
members of the church. When tt 
said yes, they were blessed, and a n 
phase of training began. They attenc 
the services as “auditors” and stud 
the Apostles’ Creed and, as the | 
thing, the Lord’s Prayer. 


The medieval church introduced cx 
firmation as a sacrament without s; 
cial preparation except through fasti 
The Church of the Reformation, | 
cause it realized that confirmation vy 
not a sacrament, not a means of c 
ferring God’s grace, changed confirn 
tion into a rite in which young pers¢ 
between the ages of twelve and fourte 
signified their readiness to attend | 
Lord’s Supper. 


Public Examination 


The evidence of proper preparati 
is furnished today in a public exami 
tion, which is held during the rite 
confirmation or during the forego’ 
week. The examination is satisfacte 
when it indicates that the young p 
sons know the chief parts of Christi 
doctrine and are able to support th 
beliefs from the Scriptures. 


The rite of confirmation consists 
a renewal of the baptismal pledge; 1 


confession of faith in the Triune G 


and the declaration of willingness 
continue to be members of the I 
theran Church. Then follows the vi 
of faithfulness. 


The minister lays his hand upon t 
head of each young Christian, pt 
nounces the blessing of the Lord, a 
reads a selected Scripture passage 
a memorial of the moment. No spec 
grace is conferred by the laying on 
hands; it individualizes the blessing. 


Baptized adults who wish to becot 
communicant members of the Luther 
Church are instructed and received | 
confession of faith. Unbaptized adu 
are instructed and received thro 
Baptism. 

Though confirmation is only a 
mony, it is seen as a major event in 
life of every Lutheran. Many Luthe 
are able to quote their memory ve 
and to this day there are homes wh 
walls display the confirmation cel 
icates of the occupants. . 


GERHARDT M 


THE LUTHERAN 


Tax deduction — motive for giving? 


e@ Christians in heaven — able to sin? 


e@ Creation of man — two accounts? 


e@ After death — chance for repentance? 


Wis te AINSWERP 


stion: Is it in accord with what 
Lord would have us do if we 
note policies of “giving because 
n be deducted from income tax,” 
as stated in a recent issue of the 
theran Witness’? 


nswer: To be God-pleasing, all giv- 
for church or charity must flow 
| love of God. If, therefore, an 
idual would increase his gifts 
ly because he is able to deduct 
> from his income tax, the motive 
d not be Christian and God- 
sing. However, the article to which 
refer was not speaking of motiva- 
but was calling the attention of 
eaders to the fact that our Govern- 
| itself has made provisions for in- 
sed giving by special enactments. 
neither unscriptural nor immoral 
illegal for a Christian to increase 
ontributions for church and charity 
naking use of these special legal 
tments. We repeat: The only true 
ve for Christian giving is love of 
who first loved us. 


stion: How will it be possible 
Christians not to sin in heaven, 
n we are constantly committing 
here on earth, as we know only 
well? Are we not going to be 
elves in heaven? 


answer: Yes, we are “going to be 
salves” in heaven (Job 19:25-27), 
we will hardly recognize ourselves, 
use our bodies will be “fashioned 
unto His glorious body” (Phil. 
, 21). In the beginning, God made 
n and Eve in His image and in His 
ess (Gen. 1:27), holy, perfect, and 
Dut sin. But when our first parents 
1ed to the voice of the Tempter, 
lost the perfection which God had 
ed in them and brought sin and 
ry upon the whole human race 
mn. 5:12). Throughout this life, 
fore, sin clings to us so firmly 
we cannot remove it (Jer. 2:22). 
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But God has the solvent for sin: 
the blood of His Son, shed for us on 
Calvary’s cross (1 John 1:7; Rev. 1:5; 
7:14). As soon as men are converted, 
God begins to renew His image in them 
(Col. 3:10; Eph. 4:24). In heaven, per- 
fection will be restored; all who die in 
the faith of the Lord Jesus will awake 
in God’s likeness (Ps. 17:15) and will 
be like Jesus (Phil. 3:21; 1 John 3:2). 
In heaven we shall not be abie to sin, 
for, like the angels, we shall be con- 
firmed in our bliss (Matt. 18:10). 


Question: I am confused about the 
creation of man. Gen. 1:27 tells that 
God created male and female in His 
own image. In Gen. 2:7 we read 
that God formed man out of the 
dust of the ground and breathed the 
breath of life into his nostrils; v. 22 
states that the woman was made out 
of the man’s rib. Were there two 
creations? 


Answer: Let me answer your second 
question first. There was only one crea- 
tion. In chapter 1 Moses gives a quick 
overview of God’s work during the 
entire six days of creation; in chapter 2 
he describes the creation of man in 
more detail. Since Adam and Eve were 
the first people on earth (Luke 3:38; 
Is@orsisc45; 1) Tim..2313,,14); they 
must be the people referred to in Gen. 
LZ 7. 


The divine image, according to which 
our first parents were created, was not 
a physical but a moral and spiritual 
likeness. For God is a spirit and does 
not have flesh and bones as we have 
Glohne 424° Luke 24:39). Hence 
Adam and Eve could not have looked 
like God, but they did resemble Him 
in this knowledge of Him and in perfect 
righteousness and holiness. This divine 
image was lost through their fall into 
sin, with the result that thereafter all 
human beings were born in sin and in 
almost complete ignorance of God 
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(Rom. 5:12; Eph. 4:18; 1 Cor. 2:14), 
but this image is renewed when sinners 
are converted (Col. 3:10; Eph. 4:24). 
Through faith in Christ their sins are 
forgiven, through the study of the 
Bible they grow in grace and knowl- 
edge, and their lives, too, are ordered 
according to the Word of God. In 
heaven the divine image will be fully 
Testoredagesau/ slo). 


Question: Why did Christ preach to 
the spirits in prison (1 Peter 3: 
18-20)? And did those who formerly 
had not obeyed have a chance to 
repent after death? 


Answer: Both questions touch mat- 
ters on which the apostle offers no 
further explanation. The text does not 
say that Christ preached the Gospel to 
them, but merely that He preached to 
them. Since man’s time of grace lasts 
only as long as he lives (2 Cor. 6:2), 
our church has always interpreted this 
text to mean that Christ, now in His 
state of exaltation, just before He 
showed Himself alive to His friends 
on Easter morning, proclaimed His vic- 
tory to the souls of the people who 
stubbornly rejected the earnest preach- 
ing of Noah, nearly 2,400 years before. 
Christ appeared to the spirits in prison, 
not as Savior, but as Judge. 

There is no chance for repentance 
after death (Heb. 9:27). God does, 
however, tell us that the servant who 
did not know his master’s will and did 
not do according to it, will suffer fewer 
stripes (Luke 12:47, 48), and that it 
will be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon on the Day of Judgment than 
for the cities of the Jews (Matt. 11:22). 
That is also written for .our warning. 
Beyond this we enter into the realm 
of God’s hidden ways, about which we 
should not speculate. Texts like these 
should move us to carry on intensified 
mission work, 

O. E. SOHN 


hey 


“One Flesh” 


“Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother and shall cleave unto his 
wife; and they shall be one flesh.’ GEN. 
Dela. 


“God made them male and female.” 
Among the 4,000,000 babies born last 
year approximately one half were boys. 
Young men meet young women, they 
are attracted to each other, leave their 
parents, and live together in marriage. 


This was God’s intention. Interpret- 
ing the text, Jesus said: “He which 
made them at the beginning made them 
male and female and said, For this 
cause shall a man leave father and 
mother and shall cleave to his wife; 
and they twain shall be one flesh.” 


To be “one flesh,” as God decreed, 
implies a spiritual, emotional, and phys- 
ical unity. While God denounces and 
vehemently condemns the physical 
union outside matrimony as_ sinful, 
within marriage this aspect of the “one 
flesh” is according to His plan and 
divine will. “Marriage is honorable in 
all, and the bed undefiled.” 


But let no man seek only self-grati- 


fication in that undefiled bed. The 
Christian husband will please his wife, 
and the Christian wife will please her 
husband. When love is forgotten by 
either spouse, the God-pleasing union 
degenerates. 

“Let the husband render unto the 
wife due benevolence,” St. Paul writes 
to the Corinthians, “and likewise also 
the wife unto the husband. The wife 
hath not power of her own body, but 
the husband; and likewise also the hus- 
band hath not power of his own body, 
but the wife.” 

The apostle also stated: “Let every 
one of you in particular so love his 
wife even as himself; and the wife see 
that she reverence her husband.” 

Where Christ is the Head of the 
house, and husband and wife love Him 
and each other, they may live their 
life unashamedly and say: Whether we 
eat or drink or whatsoever we do, we 
do it all to the glory of God. 


ARTHUR E. GRAF 
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Daily Bible Readings for June 


Adapted from “Light for Your Way,” Bible-reading selections, 
with brief thoughts and prayers, issued by the Adult Department 


+ 


of the Board for Parish Education 


1° 1 Corinthians 3 — God provides 


3° 
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7 find 
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155 


16° 


for my spiritual growth. Prayer: 
That I humbly acknowledge my 
own place in the Kingdom. 


Psalm 139 — The all-seeing Lord 
watches over me. That I boldly 
confess Christ at all times and in 
all places. 


1 Corinthians 4 — For everything 
I am indebted to God. That I do 
nothing to bring disgrace to the 
name of Christ. 

1 Corinthians 6 — My body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost. That 
I love the fellow members of my 
congregation. 

Joel 1 — The judgments of God 
urge me to repentance. That I re- 
member the Lord and praise Him 
in days of prosperity. 

Joel 2 — God promises me many 
blessings. That I daily repent of 
my sins and remain in the favor 
of the Lord. 

Joel 3 — God protects me from 
my enemies. That I tell others to 
trust in God’s gracious and fa- 
therly care. 


John 14 — God comforts me with 
the hope of heaven. That through 
my hopefulness others find the joy 
of believing in Christ. 


Galatians 6:7-10 — God wants me 
to reap everlasting life. That I take 
no vacation from my Christian 
tasks and duties. 


John 15 — I am a branch of the 
Vine. That my abiding in Christ 
bring forth fruit and be a blessing 
to others. 


John 16 — The Spirit shows me 
the truth of God. That I reveal to 
my fellow men the blessings of 
Christian growth. 


2 Corinthians 13 — Jesus Christ 
is in me. That I glorify God and 
my precious Savior in all that I do. 


1 Peter 1 — My ttrials test. the 
genuineness of my faith. That all 
refugees from tyranny find their 
salvation in Christ. 

1 Peter 2 — Christ is the Founda- 
tion of my hope. That the church 
faithfully and fruitfully use the 
Word of God. 

Ephesians 6:1-9 — My obedience 
to superiors honors Christ. That 
all public servants function as 
representatives of God. 


Ephesians 2 — My salvation is a 
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gift of God. That souls seek. 
security be led to the peace 
God, which passes understandi 


Ezra 1 — J can help build © 
house of the Lord. That G 
make all Christians cheerful wo 
ers for the church. 


Ezra 2:68-70; 3 — I can h 
maintain the house of the Lo 
That God guide Christian cong 
gations who are erecting n 
buildings. 

Ezra 4 — I can avoid hinder 
the Lord’s work. That God g 
the servants of the church vict 
over all enemies. 


Ezra 5 — I can help promote | 
Lord’s cause. That God g 
courage to Christians restrait 
by atheistic governments. 
Ezra 6 — I can find joy in» 
worship of God. That a spirit 
love and understanding pre) 
among all nations. 


Ezra 7 I can expect blessing 
the Lord’s service. That the me 
bers of my congregation work 
gether for the glory of God. 


James 1 and 2 — God has mi 
me His child through the Wa 
That my everyday life prove 
vigor of my Christian faith. 
Ezra 8 — God leads me throt 
the greatest dangers. That Ch 
tians cheerfully contribute to | 
Lord’s mission. 


Ezra 9 — God shows more meéi 
than I deserve. That governmer 
leaders raise the standard of f 
rality in the nation. 


Isaiah 40 — God has the ansy 
to all my problems. That — 
Lord reveal His saving power 
the whole world. 


Isaiah 41 — Christ’s righteousn 
fills my heart with peace. 7 
God’s mercy in Christ give 
confidence for tomorrow. 

Isaiah 42 — God wants me 


proclaim His  saivation. 
countries without the 


my own good. 
broadcasts and telecasts bring 
Gospel of Christ to many. — 
Romans 16:17, 18 — I can 
uphold true Christian do 
That ministers of Christ faith 
teach the Word. 


THE LUTHERAN 


First Lutheran Women’s Convention in Brazil, January 16, 1957 


Lutheran 
Women 


Of Brazil 
Organize League 


LWML 


1theran women representing 23 con- 
itional societies throughout Brazil 
this year organized the Liga das 
oras Luteranas do Brasil (The Lu- 
n Women’s League of Brazil), re- 
d Mrs. Arthur Preisinger, president 
e international Lutheran Women’s 
ionary League. 
ie desire to accomplish greater 
s for the Lord by working together 
lis kingdom moved the Lutheran 
en of Brazil to organize. 
ie meeting was held at the Semi- 
. Concordia, overlooking Porto 
re, the “St. Louis” of Brazil. In 
norning session, conducted in the 
iguese language, the delegates 
ted a constitution patterned after 
of the LWML in the United States. 
vv. Donaldo Schueler encouraged 
vomen to take an active part in 
on work. 
ie speaker for the afternoon ses- 
in German was Dr. L. C. Rehfeldt, 
rican-born professor at the Semi- 
Last year he celebrated the 50th 
ersary of his ordination to the 
try. 


ers Elected 


. George J. Mueller was elected 
fn of the newly organized Mis- 
ry League in Brazil. Her husband 
stor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
» Alegre. The Muellers have been 
azil since 1936. 
hers elected were: Vice-president, 
Guido Goerl; treasurer, Mrs. Arno 
; secretary, Mrs. Paul Heine; as- 
jt secretary, Mrs. E. Karg. 
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The German Frauenverein of Saint 
Paul’s Church, Porto Alegre, whose 
members work mostly in the interest of 
their own congregation, will celebrate 
their 30th anniversary this year. The 
St. Paul’s Missionary League, in which 
the Portuguese language is spoken, will 
commemorate their fifth anniversary by 
supporting a local Lutheran Hour 
broadcast. 

Because of the remoteness of many 
congregations in Brazil’s interior, it is 
often difficult for the women to meet. 
This is especially true in rural areas, 
where the women walk long distances 
or travel on horseback. 


Dr. Behnken Speaks in Brazil 


The Brazilian women had the privi- 
lege to hear Dr. J. W. Behnken, Presi- 
dent of the Missouri Synod, when he 
addressed the convention of the Brazil 
District. 

It was the President’s first visit to 
South America. He was accompanied 
by Rev. Harold Ott, Secretary for Mis- 
sions in Latin America. M. W. 


Brothers Give 
28 Acres 

For Church 
Camp 


Two active members of the Lutheran 
Laymen’s League recently deeded a 
28-acre parcel of land in the Cascade 
Mountains of Washington to the Wash- 
ington District of the LLL for develop- 
ment into a recreational area for Lu- 
theran church organizations. 

Norman and Delmer Buse, the 
donors, are brothers who operate the 
Buse Mill Co. at Everett, Wash. They 
also own 150 acres of timberland ad- 
joining the recreational site five miles 
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from North Bend. Campers will use 
the wooded land for hiking and horse- 
back riding. 

Surrounded by tall timbers and 
mountains, the 28-acre valley has two 
creeks flowing into the Snoqualmie 
River. These will make the camp an 
ideal fishing spot. 

“During quiet days one often sees 
deer grazing nearby, and occasionally 
a bear,” states William Muck, Lutheran 
Hour chairman of the Washington Dis- 
trict, who accepted the deed on behalf 
of. thesBEE: 

The Buse brothers are generous 
supporters of The Lutheran Hour, 
Mr. Muck noted. 


Norman and Delmer Buse present the 
deed for a 28-acre mountain retreat 
area to William Muck, right. 


Building Fund 
Campaign Results 


In the first three days following an 
appeal by mail for contributions to the 
LLL Headquarters Building Fund, more 
than 200 gifts, averaging $6.66, reached 
the St. Louis office, according to W. H. 
Wiese, LLL business manager. 

The 90,000 individual members of 
the LLL are being asked to subscribe to 
a $400,000 fund to erect a two-story 
headquarters office building on League- 
owned land in midtown St. Louis. 

In addition to offices and mailing- 
room facilities for its eight staff mem- 
bers and 75 employees, the building 
will include a chapel for daily devo- 
tions. The chapel will also serve as a 
recording studio for The Lutheran 
Hour and The Family Worship Hour. 


Distribute 10,000 
Packets of Seeds 


More than 10,000 packets of seeds 
have been distributed by The Lutheran 
Hour as a memento, the LLL, sponsors 
of the global Gospel broadcast, have 
announced. 

Designed to demonstrate in dramatic 
fashion the analogy between the growth 
of a seed and the planting of “the seed 
which is the Word of God,” the un- 
usual memento was offered on the Lu- 
theran Hour broadcasts of April 21, 
28, and May 5. Bera 
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Ghe Lutheran Witness 
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The first WITNESS masthead, in 
ten years, was almost austere in 
simplicity. Changes in the type % 
weight of the type face supplied 
only variation. Even a change of «¢ 
tors did not immediately produce ar 
heading. 

1892 

In the first number of Volume 
June 7, 1892, Editor Dallmann wre 
“We take great pleasure in present 
to our readers a new heading of 
LUTHERAN WITNEsS and hope that 
same will give satisfaction to all.” 

The bust of Luther on the m:; 
head was modeled from the figure 
the Reformer in the Worms monum 
begun by Rietschel and. completed 
Adolf Donndorf. Directly below 
bust was the inscription “Here I stan 

The “L” of the LUTHERAN WITN 
resembled the “L” in the Luthera 
masthead and also showed the eter 
angel of Rev. 14:6, 7. This design | 
retained for 28 years, until 1921. 


1921 


The third masthead, introduced 
Editors Graebner and Sommer, ide 
fied Synod’s official organ for 14 ye 
This heading consisted of a simpli 
script title, flanked on the left by 
quotation from John 18:27; on 
right, from 2 Cor. 6:17 and from 
Smalcald Articles. A small print of 
“Luther rose” appeared in the center 

The postal authorities demanded 
reduction of the previous heading 
cause the subscribers’ addresses sor 
times extended over its edge and w 
difficult to read. 

“One of the best Western draugl 


“men was commissioned to draw af 


head. . . . Of its churchliness @ 
artistic excellence there can be no qu 
tion,” stated Dr. Theodore Graebner 
1936 | 

Old English type spelled out the I 
THERAN WITNESS 14 years later, wi 
a new simple design was adopted. 
included only the title, subtitle, and 
declaration of ownership. : 


1942 

The fifth heading, of Scotch Ron 
type, almost gave the impression 
typewritten characters. This design | 
in use for eight years. 


1950 

Under the editorial committee 
W... G. Polack, =Gi3 Vaeschicks 
Caemmerer, L. W. Spitz, and 
Repp the WITNEss appeared 
sixth masthead on January 10, 
Color was introduced occasionally. 
cover usually carried a picture. 


AuG. R. SUELFLO 


Ordinations and Installations 


stalled: PASTORS 


, R. L., St.Paul, International Falls, 

nn., by C. D. Uetzman, March 17. 

ringer, Hans C., Calvary, Wellington, 

ns., by S. G. Widiger, March 31. 

, Clarence, Trinity, Holton, Kans., by 

il Bickel, April 7. 

er, Clarence C., St. John, Dumont; Zion, 

rnell Twp., Minn., by Albert Gierke, 

ril 7. 

¢, Donald E., Prince of Peace, San Diego, 

jif., by Clarence Damschroeder, April 7. 

feld, Emil E., St. John, Atwater, Minn., 
K. S. Ansorge, April 7. 

, Edwin V., Immanuel, Schenectady; 

John, Gloverville, N. Y., by Daniel G. 

hler, March 24. 

K. K., Zion, Alexandria, Minn., by L. A. 

uck, March 24 

ath, Robert F., Mount Olive, Corpus 

risti, Tex., by T. H. Graalmann, March 31. 

r, Kyle, Trinity, Okmulgee, Okla., by 

E. Behrend, April 7. 

John H., Zion, Power; St. John, Fairfield, 

nt., by E. T. Leckband, March 3. 

ger, Arthur H., St. Paul, Butternut, Wis., 

L. E. Schreiber, April 7. 

rbach, William, Immanuel, R.1, May- 

le, Wis., by Pres. H. W. Baxmann, 

wl oy A 

y, Elmer F., Trinity Church, San Rafael, 
Terra Linda Mission, San Rafael (Terra 

ida), Calif., by Henry G. Hartner, 

cil: ‘7. 

ler, Paul, St. John, Pekin, Ill., by Oscar 

Schroeder, April 7. 

tz, Frank, St. John, Hubbard, Iowa, by 

in Zimmermann, April 7. 

ch, N. F., St. Paul, Freeman, S. Dak., by 

in Dewald, April 7:. 

John, missionary South-East London at 

tswood and Bromley, England, by E. 

orge Pearce, April 7. 

meyer, Joseph, Mount Olive, Watertown, 

Yak., by Pres. Philip Mueller, April 7. 

mann, Robert H., Ebenezer, Greensboro, 

S., by Paul T. Dannenfeldt, March 24. 

lees, David, as chaplain in prison camps 
the Michigan District in Redeemer 

irch, Birmingham, Mich., by Theodore 

ggazer, Jr., March 17. 

ott, E. A., Jr., Redford, Detroit, Mich., 

H. F. Hensick, April 14. 

or, Frederick H., Good Shepherd, Biloxi, 

s., by Pres. Paul W. Streufert, March 31. 


talled: TEACHER 
‘ing, William H., Town Theresa, R.1, 
yville, Wis., by William A. Lauterbach, 
bY 7. 


Official Notices 


». Karl F. Schroeder, La Crosse, Ind., 
ween appointed Visitor of Circuit E to 
ed Rev. Norman F. Berning, who has 
to be relieved of this office for reasons 
alth. — OrromarR KruEcErR, President, Cen- 
District. 


). Elwood C. Tolch of Brimfield, Il., has 
appointed Visitor of the Peoria Circuit 
‘ceed Rev. Elmer O. Koch, who is unable 
rve at the present time.— Atvin W. 
ER, President, Central Illinois District. 


», Harold J. Wunderlich, Ottawa, IIll., has 
appointed Visitor of Circuit 16 to suc- 
Rev. William Keturakat, who retired.— 
WERFELMANN, President, Northern Illi- 
District. 


Election Results 


April 12 the following were extended 

to the respective associate professorships 
ordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr.: 
in eiffer, English; Walter Hardt, 
y education; and Wilbert H. Rusch, 

1 science. — Oscar WiLk, Secretary, 
of Control. 


Board of Electors, meeting on April 24, 
Mr. Lester Bayer to the vacant asso- 

professorship at Concordia College in 

a, Tex.—Gerorce J. Berto, President. 


Call Accepted 


Roland A. Hopmann has accepted the 
associate professor in English at Saint 
College, Concordia, Mo.—O. G. TiE- 
ecretary, Board of Control. 


1957 


EEE ee 


Nominations for 
Two Associate Professorships 
at Concordia Teachers College 
River Forest, Ill. 


Associate Professorship in the Natural Sciences 


Bollwinkel, Carl, Carbondale, Ill., by Saint 
John’s, Hutchinson, Minn. 

Drews, Clarence, River Forest, Ill.: Golgotha, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Hahn, Arvin W., River Forest, Il.: Immanuel, 
Michigan City, Ind.; St. Paul’s, Brookfield, 
Ill.; St. John’s, Forest Park, Ill.; Immanuel, 
Gaylord, Minn.; Faith, Westchester, II1.; 
St. Paul’s, Fairmont, Minn.; Immanuel, 
Elmhurst, Ill.; Christ, Northlake, Ill.; Mount 
Olive, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Rusch, Wilbert H., Fort Wayne, Ind.: St. Luke, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Schmidt, Milton W., River Forest, Ill.: Saint 
Michael’s, La Grange Park, Ill.; Trinity, 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


Associate Professorship in Education 


Affeldt, Waldemar, Grand Forks, N. Dak., by 
St. Paul’s, Chicago, Ill.; Emmaus, St. Paul, 


Minn. 

Dobberfuhl, Walter, Milwaukee, Wis.: Beth- 
any, Chicago, Ill. 

Dumler, Marvin, Lindsborg, Kans.: Immanuel, 
Wichita, Kans.; Trinity, Great Bend, Kans.; 
Trinity, Winfield, Kans. 

Grams, Armin, La Crosse, Wis.: St. Paul’s, 
be ceeo (Dolton), Ill.; St. Paul’s, Chicago, 
Ill. 

Groenke, Paul H., Watertown, Wis.: St. John’s, 
Elk River, Minn. 

Huber, Rev. Curtis E., South Bend, Ind.: 
Capitol Drive Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Jahsmann, Rev. Allan Hart, St.Louis, Mo.: 
Bethany, Chicago, Ill. 

Lassanske, Rev. Paul A., West Paterson, N. J.: 
Grace, Key West, Fla. 

Lietke, Edward C., Monroe, Mich.: Christ the 
thes Wyandotte, Mich.; Zion, Bethalto, 


Tl. 

Luebke, Martin F., Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Mount Calvary, Brentwood, Mo. 

Marten, Milton E., Bloomington, Ind.: Saint 
Philip, Chicago, Ill. 

Reinke, Ralph L., River Forest, Ill.: Bethany, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Roberts, James O., River Forest, Ill.: Bethany, 
Chicago, IIl. 

Rosenberg, Don, Valparaiso, Ind.: St. An- 
drew’s, Park Ridge, Ill. 

Schlesselmann, Robert, Addison, Ill.: Bethany, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Schnabel, Robert V., Fort Wayne, Ind.: Gol- 
gotha, Chicago, IIl. 

Sieving, Eldor C., Winfield, Kans.: St. Paul’s, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Stach, Rev. John F., Fort Wayne, Ind.: Beth- 
lehem, Fort Wayne, Ind.; Emmanuel, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; Redeemer, Warsaw, Ind. 

Waldschmidt, Victor, River Forest, Ill.: Saint 
Luke, Chicago, III. 

Wittmer, Arthur E., New York, N. Y.: Gol- 
gotha, Chicago, IIl. 

Wittmer, Edward, San Fernando, Calif.: Beth- 
any, Chicago, Ill. 

Yunghans, Ernest E., Fort Wayne, Ind.: Saint 


John’s, Mayville, Wis.; Our Redeemer, 
South Bend, Ind.; Immanuel, Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wis. 


Additional recommendations or correspond- 
ence relating to these candidates must be sent 
within three weeks of the publication of this 
notice to the undersigned. — Presipent M. L. 
KoEHNEKE, Executive Officer, Board of Con- 
ae Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, 


Nominations for 
Two Associate Professorships 
California Concordia College 
Oakland 


Associate Professorship in Social Studies 


Rev. Donald E. Broeske, Alta Vista, Kans., by 
Our Savior, Fresno, Calif. 

Rev. John G. Mager, M.A., Akron, Ohio.: 
St. John’s, Salem, Oreg. 

Prof. John Stach, Ph. D., Fort Wayne, Ind.: 
Trinity, Elmore, Ohio 

Asst. Prof. Paul Stelter, M.A., Oakland: 
Peace, Mill Valley, Calif.; Pilgrim, Oak- 
land, Calif.; Trinity, Richmond, Calif. 

Rev. Walter D. Uhlig, M.A., Pleasant Plains, 
Ill.: St. John’s, Bakersfield, Calif.; Zion, 
East Moline, Ill.; Calvary, Indianapolis, 
Ind.; Our Redeemer, Jackson, Miss.; Christ, 
Jacksonville, Ill. 


Associate Professorship in English 
and Library 


Mr. Gerhard Korntheuer, M.A., Fort Wayne, 
by Redeemer, Warsaw, Ind. 
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Mr. Merle Radke, M.A., Twin Falls, Idaho: 
Immanuel, Houston, Tex. 

Prof. John Stach, Ph. D., Fort Wayne, Ind.: 
Trinity, Elmore, Ohio 

Rev. Walter D. Uhlig, M.A., Pleasant Plains, 
Ill.: Zion, East Moline, Ill. 

Asst. Prof. John Wahl, B. A., Oakland: Peace, 
Mill Valley, Calif.; Pilgrim, Oakland, Calif. 


All correspondence relating to these nomi- 
nees is to be mailed within three weeks after 
the appearance of this notice to Rev. Pau 
HucutTHAusEN, Secretary, Board of Control, 
1245 El Camino Real, Burlingame, Calif. 


Nominations for 
Associate Professorship in Education 
and Religion 
Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn. 
Dr. John Stach, Fort Wayne, Ind., by Good 


Shepherd, Evansville, Ind.; Concordia, 
Fort Wayne; Holy Cross, Fort Wayne; 
Trinity, Rochester, Minn.; Immanuel, 


Youngstown, Ohio; Zion, Hopkins, Minn. 
Dr. Robert Schuiz, Valparaiso, Ind.: Zion, 
Hopkins, Minn. 


Additional recommendations and statements 
of qualifications of nominees, or objections 
to nominees with reasons therefor, must be 
filed with the undersigned within three weeks 
after the appearance of this notice. —REv. 
H. W. Briu, Secretary, Board of Control, 
231 Fifth, N., Hopkins, Minn. 


Nominations for Deanship 
Immanuel Lutheran College, 
Greensboro, N.C. 


The Missionary Board in a regular meeting 
“resolved to issue a call for candidates for 
the deanship at Immanuel Lutheran College, 
Greensboro, N.C., and to publish notice to 
this effect in the official church papers of the 
constituent synods of the Synodical Confer- 
ence and in the Missionary Lutheran.” 

Congregations are now requested to place 
names of candidates in nomination for this 
deanship. The dean is to assume duties as 
agreed upon by the members of the faculty 
and the Board of Control of Immanuel Lu- 
theran College. He is also to teach religion 
and other subjects assigned to him. 

Names of candidates should be forwarded 
during the next six weeks to: The Missionary 
Board of the Lutheran Synodical Conference, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. — Paun 
Boercter, Secretary. 


Additional Nominations for 
Professors at Instituto Concordia 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 


Director and Professorship of Religion 


Warth, Dr. Martin, Porto Alegre, R.G.S., by 
Holy Trinity, Curitiba, Parana. 

Gruell, Adolf, Rio de Janeiro: Golgotha, Alto 
Sto. Antonio, Esp. Santo; Peace, Sossego, 
Esp. Santo; Evangelical Lutheran, Baixo 
Guandu, Esp. Santo. 

Flor, Dr. Paulo, Baixo Guandu, Esp. Santo: 
phage Sant’Ana, Cerrito, Rio Grande do 

ul. 


Professor for Mathematics and Sciences 


Flor, Dr. Paulo, Baixo Guandu, Esp. Santo, by 
Holy Trinity, Curitiba, Parana. 

Schueler, Oswaldo, Rio de Janeiro: Golgotha, 
Alto Sto. Antonio, Esp. Santo; Peace, Sos- 
sego, Esp. Santo; Evangelical Lutheran, 
Baixo Guandu, Esp. Santo; St. John, 
Sant’Ana, Cerrito, Rio Grande do Sul. 


Professor for Languages 


Rupp, Dr. Karl, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do 
Sul, by Holy Trinity, Curitiba, Parana. 
Flor, Dr. Paulo, Baixo Guandu, Esp. Santo: 
Golgotha, Alto Sto. Antonio, Esp. Santo; 
Peace, Sossego, Esp. Santo; Evangelical 
Lutheran, Baixo Guandu, Esp. Santo. 
Gruell, Adolf, Rio de Janeiro: St.John, 
*Sant’Ana, Cerrito, Rio Grande do Sul. 


Pauto Hasse, Secretary of the Board of 
Ok Instituto Concordia, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 


INSTITUTIONAL CHAPLAINS’ 
WORKSHOP 
CONCORDIA SEMINARY, ST. LOUIS 
June 24—28, 1957 


The second annual. Institutional Chaplains’ 
Workshop sponsored by the Department of 
Social Welfare will be conducted at Concor- 
dia Seminary, St.Louis, June 24 to 28 in 
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MONTHLY REPORT 


Our Venture of Faith 


February 1—May 1, 1957 
Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


Alberta and British Columbia 
Atlantic 

California and Nevada 
Central 

Central Illinois 
Colorado 

Eastern 

English 
Florida-Georgia 
Iowa East 

Iowa West 

Kansas 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Montana 

North Dakota 
North Wisconsin 
Northern Illinois 
Northern Nebraska 
Northwest 
Oklahoma 

Ontario 

South Dakota 
South Wisconsin 
Southeastern 
Southern 

Southern California 
Southern Illinois 
Southern Nebraska 
Texas 

Western 


COMMUNICANT CONTRIBUTED 
MEMBERS TO DATE 


11,920 sre 6 A Dd1-0,05 
66,786 102,302.35 
24,056 57,501.00 
9355) 212,242.56 
37,601 74,259.00 
18,716 30,241.71 
36,996 58,755.40 
80,822 140,125.71 
7,154 15,070.61 
Pas ysil B37 45,000.00 
40,678 75,197.00 
30,537 60,600.00 
10,879 17,015.48 
114,944 220,710.32 
112,401 162,395.58 
6,013 8,778.14 
16,873 26,518.72 
36,721 80,051.53 
101,554 174,698.62 
32,874 a9 5291.61 
29,063 48,012.05 
10,408 23,638.59 
19,226 31,249.98 
19,656 11,474.04 
82,162 114,242.35 
23,326 50,556.18 
13,663 22,200.00 
35,044 42,692.61 
25,020 49,348.34 
29,186 48,321.90 
40,784 60,000.00 
85,072 149,063.38 


1,344,627 $2,261,664.81 


Operating Requirements of Synod 


FOR PERIOD ENDING 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 


Operating Statement 
Required, Feb. 1—May 1 
Received, Feb. 1—May 1 


Budget Deficit 


NEEDED RECEIVED 

$ 1,183,333.33, $ 595,548.15 

2,366,666.66 1,326,427.32 

3,550,000.00 PITRE ed {Th 
4,/53;33 3159 
5,916,666.66 
7,100,000.00 
$,283,535.39 
9,466,666.66 
10,650,000.00 
11,833}333333 
13,016,666.66 
14,200,000.00 


1956 1957 
$3,225,000.00 $3,550,000.00 
2,162,320.49 2,279,745.77 


$1,062,679.51 $1,270,254.23 


CHAS. E. GROERICH, ASSISTANT TREASURER 


Faith dedicates dollars for the world task of the church 
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connection with the summer graduate scl 
All full-time and part-time institutional cl 
lains are invited to participate. Parish pas 
will be accommodated as space permits. 

Four-hour courses will be given by 
Alfred von R. Sauer on “The Problem 
Affliction According to Job’; by Dr. Ar 
Carl Piepkorn on “The Call and the Min: 
as Applied to Institutional Chaplains’; 
Rev. E. J. Mahnke on ‘Problems of the Cl 
laincy”’; by Chaplain E. J. Kroenke on ‘M 
ods and Techniques.’”’ A two-hour course 
be given by Dr. H. F. Wind. Subject: “S 
tual Hygiene for Chaplains.” 

The entire cost is $40, including fee, h 
ing, and food. Early registration is adv: 
Register with Recistrar, Concordia. Semin 
801 De Mun, St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Notice 


Lutherans planning to vacation near I 
Tahoe, Calif., are reminded that services 
conducted on the south shore of the 
every Sunday from the first Sunday in . 
through the first Sunday in September. § 
day school at 10 A.M. Divine serv 
11 A.M. For further information write 
aor O. Herman, 126 Wheeler St., Placery 
Calif. 


Wanted 


Used electric organ for Our Savior 
theran Mission. — Rev. R. G. Brarm, Box 
Cass Lake, Minn. 


Production manager for Radio Sta 
KFUO, St. Louis, to supervise programs 
music. Permanent. Emphasis on religi 
cultural, educational, and community ser 
programming. Reply fully, giving backgror 
experience, marital status. Interview qual 
candidates at our expense. Write Emg 
RussE.t, General Manager, KFUO, 801 De] 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Boehringer, Hans, 1305 North C St., V 
ington, Kans. 

Brammer, Reginald A., 109 Bryan, Pr 
Okla. 

Cordes, Melvin J., Box 88, Arlington, ' 

Dale, Leonard A., 3300 S. Walnut, Wicl 
Kans. 

Deye, R. J., em., Maple Beach, Edger 


Wis. 

Folkers, Chaplain Norman G., Office of 
Chaplain, Hq. 4060th Air Base Gr 
Dow Air Force Base, Maine . 

Gehrs, Ferdinand L., em., 441 S. Craig 
Lombard, Ill. 

Greene, Elmer E., Mapleton, Iowa 

Herzog, John L., 701 W. Third St., Merce 
Tex. 

Jacobsen, John C., 3993 Park Blvd., 
Diego 3, Calif. 

Kiefer, Kyle H., 906 N. Alabama, Okmul 
Okla. 

Lang, Samuel G., 67 Town Hill Ave., L 
bury, Conn. 

Lazos, Hector, Apartado 9192 Candelé 
Caracas, Venezuela . 

Mennicke, Carl A., Daykin, Nebr. 

Mueller, Gustav J., em., 1459 Collins A 
Richmond Heights, St.Louis 17, 

Rehmer, Rudolph F., 120 Luther Ave., 


Ohio 

Rudnick, Milton L., 2137 E. John 
St. Louis 7, Mo. 

Rusert, Lyle D., 410 W. McGonagle 
‘Duluth 8, Minn. 

Sampson, Martin J., 122 N.W. 2list 
Oklahoma City 3, Okla. 

Schwandt, Elmer, R. 3, Red Wing, 1 

Strieter, T. W., D.D., em., 103 E. Mich 
St., Evansville 11, Ind. 

Theiss, Harry R., Halliday, N. Dak. 

Westcott, Edward A., Jr., 17129 Bos 
Ct., Detroit 19, Mich. 

Wilenius, John L., 755 Eighth Ave., Gr 
Falls, Minn. 3 

Zuberbier, V. J., Caroline, Wis. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, ce 
ments, obituaries, intended for public 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEss, 0. 
for review, and general corresponden 
should be addressed to the WItw 
Office, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. 

18, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installatio 
dedications, anniversaries, and c 
of address of pastors and 
should be sent to the Statistical Bure 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broa 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. j 


Letters 


Pastor Shortage 


ssident Behnken’s article “A Problem 
Nrestling” in the April 9 WITNEss 
ically sets forth the problem regard- 
ur current shortage of pastors and 
us to seek solutions. 

me respectfully suggest one solu- 
Revise the nature and extent of 
m-language study required of men 
e they are eligible to enter our sem- 
s and after men are admitted to the 
aries. Undoubtedly this matter had 
considered and rejected before — and 
would disagree even in the face of 
hortage — but I hope the shortage 
will necessitate a revision of the 
age requirements. 

aink all parish pastors should know 
ise Biblical Hebrew and Greek. But 
stion the necessity of their knowing 
. German, and classical Greek. .. . 
many parish pastors really use these 
ages? How many really still know 
) How many were ever really pro- 
- in them? Why, then, should we 
n men with a burden that God has 
equired? 

my mind our emphasis upon recruit- 
hikdren and teen-agers for the min- 
is a mistake, done, as it is, at the 
se of older men. Certainly no one 
| question the fact that God can and 
call also mature men into the min- 
But under our present system and 
itions it is difficult — if not im- 
le — for such men to enter our 
ry. Every pastor could probably 
a number of men who would gladly 
left a secular occupation — as did 
0stles — but who were discouraged 
sluded by our emphasis on scholastic 
fement, particularly in the area of 
age. Certainly we want a _ well- 
d clergy, but every man need not be 
pert linguist! 

sonally, I find it a bit difficult to 
fervently that the Lord “send forth 
rs into His harvest,” knowing that 
es so, but that we do not always let 
pen among us. Much of our shortage 
our own making. Let our prayers 
to action indeed! 
our Synod to better utilization of 
whom the Lord chooses to call later 


(REv.) KENNETH R. YOUNG 
irleston, S. C. 


ow Me a Rope” 


ring Our vacation last summer we 
ssed a tense drama in Yosemite 
nal Park, Calif. A swimmer — and 
d swimmer he was — attempted to 
the treacherous Merced River, a 
1 that has claimed many lives. 
started out in calm, shallow water. 
e middle of the river he began to 
the force of the water. He swam 
his strength and power in an at- 
to ‘reach the shore, but the current 
him back. As he neared the shore, 
exhausted with his attempt, he 
out, “Throw me a rope.” 
-as this man could not reach shore 
outside help, so it is impossible 
to reach the heavenly shore by our 
ength; we must call for help — the 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. 


d, Calif. THEO. CARLSON 


Let our prayers - 


B.S. eae ss. 
’ 


“Glow and Grow” 


I read with sadness “Missionary Po- 
tential of Women,” February 26 issue... . 


Here are some things to do: 
1) Learn to transcribe into Braille 


through the Lutheran Library for the 
Blind. 


2) Wear Luther’s seal and carry a list 
of all Lutheran churches in your area, 
so that you can direct people to a church 
near their home, when they inquire about 
the seal. 


3) Make scrapbooks 
children. 


for hospitalized 


Let women attend the Bible class, and 
God will awaken them to ways of serving 
their church. Then their faith will start 
to glow and grow. 


New Jersey N.N. 


Thoroughly Agrees 


I thoroughly agree with N.N. in the 
March 12 issue that the missionary poten- 
tial of our Lutheran women “has __ barely 
beenetouched.> =. - 

Women can witness in many places men 
cannot go, but too often the enthusiasm of 
the women is dampened, discouraged, and 
opposed by the very men who could most 
benefit by their (the women’s) assist- 
anicege. 6° 

BARBARA HECKER SCHMITT 
(Mrs. Francis O. Schmitt) 
Weston, Mass. 


The Jamestown Festival 


The Jamestown Festival in Virginia, 
which opened on April 1, will continue 
through November 20. The festival com- 
memorates the 350th anniversary of the 
founding of Jamestown in 1607 — the 
first permanent English settlement in the 
New World — and the establishment of 
the Protestant religion and free repre- 
sentative government in the U. S. 

More than $25,000,000 has been spent 
on preparations for the festival, which 
will include exhibits of how early settlers 
worked and worshiped. 

Jamestown, Williamsburg, and York- 
town are linked by a scenic parkway. 
Richmond is only 60 miles from James- 
town. 

It is estimated that 2,500,000 people 
will visit the Jamestown Festival; among 
them will be some Lutherans. We invite 
these visitors to attend our Virginia 
churches. Oldest among them are Bethany- 
Trinity (organized in 1772) in Waynes- 
boro and Bethlehem (1852) in Richmond. 
Other churches in the Tidewater section of 
Virginia are in Hampton, Warwick, Nor- 
folk, Portsmouth, and Hopewell. 

Richmond, Va. (Rev.) O. A. SAUER 


The “Quickie” Trend 


Church customs can be altered or even 
deleted. Practices supported by doctrine 
remain a “must.” May we agree on this 
point? 

Here come some new people and our 
own who have traveled last summer. They 
ask how soon the church would follow 
the trend to conduct “quickie” services, 
which is a new custom elsewhere. Wor- 
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shipers come with little children, remain for 
15 minutes; no liturgy, sermonet. Lord’s 
Supper liturgy shortened and baptisms 
administered after services. “Will we have 
an early ‘quickie’ service?” they asked. 
Recently: we traveled a great. distance 
to attend the funeral of a pastor. We 
heard a comforting Scriptural sermon. 
Was it to shorten the services that no 
biographical sketch was included? No 
mention of the sainted person’s age of 
grace, when graduated from the seminary, 
how many congregations he was privileged 
to serve, who belonged to the immediate 
family. I missed much. | trust there are 
still many who include the customary 
biographical sketch in the funeral services. 
And, what about the “quickie” trend? 


Tennessee G. ne BS 


Appreciates “Customs” 


Each time the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
crosses my desk I am beginning to won- 
der why my eyes always eagerly search 
for the article on Lutheran Customs. Is it, 
perhaps, that this is what is meant by the 
“new look” in the WITNESS? This is a very 
fine series thus far. I would like to see 
other sections devoted to liturgy, hymns, 
and the symbols of the church universal. 


Sisseton, S. Dak. local Beal 


Too Trusting 


With reference to the article “Safe- 
guards” under “Witness Comments” in the 
January 29 issue of the LUTHERAN WIT- 
NESS, the point is well taken, of course, 
that the Word of God is our guide to 
“pure doctrine.” 

However, the writer is too trusting as 
to what he thinks is the all-encompassing 
Pure Food and Drug Act. Dr. Harvey W. 
Wiley, M. D., a crusader who was respon- 
sible for the original passage of this act, 
wrote a book called The History of a 
Crime Against the Food Law (1929), in 
which he tells how the law is perverted to 
protect adulteration of foods and drugs. 

As to not allowing anyone to give us 
harmful drugs, a recent St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch article stated that 30% of the 
prescriptions in the United States were for 
tranquilizers, and it is admitted that the 
full effect of their- use is still not known! 

So you see, your point is even greater 
when the truth is acknowledged — that 
earthly rules, subject to human beings, are 
far from perfect. ONLY THE WORD 
OF GOD IS FREE OF FLAWS! 

I do enjoy your thought-provoking ar- 
ticles but couldn’t resist helping to correct 
popular misconceptions. 


V. M. SCHULTE, D.C. 
Brentwood, Mo. 


“Don’t Stop Letters” 


-I want you to know how much I enjoy 
the face lifting you have done on the 
Witness. I must admit that I very seldom 
read it completely during the past years, 
but now it’s like a new magazine. 

I especially enjoy “What’s the Answer?” 
“Lutheran Customs,” and “People and 
Events.” 

And don’t ever stop the Letters to the 
Editor. 


Orange, Calif. Mrs. CHAS. TALMAGE 
23 


MUSIC to make your wedding 


_ outstanding 
Vocal Music 


WEDDING BLESSINGS — Edited by Paul Bunjes 
High Voice Edition, No. 97-9238 
Low Voice Edition, No. 97-9240 $2.00 each 
Ten sacred solos and a duet for church weddings. 
“It would not be difficult to persuade the bride and 
her mother that this is the type of music to make her 
wedding stand out from the others.” 
—- Dr. Roland Diggle 
in The American Organist 


O FATHER, ALL CREATING — Feiler (Med.) No. 97-9325 


JESUS, SHEPHERD, BE THOU NEAR ME — Bach 
Med. High, No. 97-9335 


Low, No. 97-9336 $ .75 each 
LOVE IS OF GOD — Baumegartner (Med. High) No. 97-9327 ech) 
WEDDING SONG — Polack (Med.) No. 97-9229 Se 50 
WEDDING SONG — Schiitz (High) No. 97-9253 tees) 
WEDDING SONG — Schiitz (Low) No. 97-9251 Sac7 3 


Organ Music 


WEDDING MUSIC, PART I, NO. 97-1369 $2.50 
WEDDING MUSIC, PART II, NO. 97-1370 $2.50 


“Should be on the ‘recommended’ list of every church in the land.” 
— Dr. Roland Diggle 


in The American Organist 


“This is the finest set of publications of wedding music that I have seen.” 
— D. DeWitt Wasson 


in Choral and Organ Guide 


TWO TRUMPET TUNES — Purcell SINFONIA FROM THE “WEDDING 

No. 97-4395 $1.00 CANTATA” — Bach-Porter, No.97-3101 $ .7: 
PROCESSIONAL ON “ALL GLORY, LAUD, RHOSEMEDRE (“Lovely”) — Vaughan 

AND HONOR” — Bender, No. 97-1396 $1.00 Williams, No. 97-3845 $1.5¢ 
JESU, JOY OF MAN’S DESIRING — 

Bach-Grace, No. 97-3076 $1.40 


Write for complete listing of wedding music 


TO ORDER, simply circle the above music titles, fill in your name and address below. 
Then tear off the entire page, attach your remittance, and send to Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis 18, Mo. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave. 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send the items circled above. 
I enclose $_ 


Name 


Address Rana AARP rektulannaneummnsumer te SF 
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